
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



/- 



:^/y ^ 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



•-y V X>V:' 



WORLD 

WITHOUT 

SOULS. 



" — Dat inftnia r^ft, 
Dat sine biente sonum." — ^Viroil* 



BY 

J- W. CUNNINGHAM, A.M. 

VICAR or l|AMU>ir ON THE SILL* 



SIXTH EDITION: 

WITH QBBAT AI.TERATIONi» 



LONDON^ 



PRINTED FOR J. HATCHAKD, 

BOOKSELLER TO THE QUEEN, 
19Q, OPPOSITB ALBANY, PICCADILLY; 

1816. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



fi. ISoitizth, I^ioier, Lime IQfueeo Strut, Ltma6tu 



DTfgitized by CjOOQIC 






PREFACE 

to THB 

FIFTH EDITION. 



MT -has seemed right to the AuthoF to 
nveet the increased demand for this IjtUe 
work, hy ihe publication-of another edi« 
tion. fiiit^ at the same time^ it appealed 
to Jk( a duty which he owed, both to 
himself and to the ptiblic, not to re* 
puhKsha work, writtea at a very early 
period of his life, without attempting: 
some correction of its more obvious 
faults. Accordingly, tlie fifth edition 
is presented to the public with great 
alterations. One new chapter had already 
been added in the fourth edition, ana 
another is added in this. The Author 
A 2 - ' 



S33 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



IV 



h^ moreover bestowed no little pains in 
qualifying ^QtK/aeniij]iejiis''lind expres- 
sions which greater needed such qualifi- 
cation..! l!t;\aasi ife^Ihisj^ifhi ^djwell to 
have cleared the JEQjdLpf an air of flip- 
pancv and severity too prevalent in many 
parts of itr-2^s to have simplified and 
otherwise injproved its style. But the 

faults, both of manner and of c6mpo- 

'--' ' '- 11 > ' ' ij ; . : ,iij^l .n f 
sition, are in many insitances so wrought 
." *: • , /^ ;: f :i:ff '--i . ^ •' -! 
into the texture of the work, th^t it is 

impossible materially to change the one 

without destroying the other. He has 

therefore only to request, that* the pulr- 

He, who have so charitably' received it 

in its original state, will extend their 

patronage to it now that it appears, as 

he hopes,, with less goring deficiencies 

than before* 

Harrow, 
Jan. 11, 1815. 
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Ir ii^piicHliaf to G^lwi^ to liie^to 
tm^^i^tliedddl JirfaricLi a0i|Mmted' witb. s 

nil/>tli«ltrw« ii$RBd3lf etch otl^ri^uiSia^ 
SipMkh|faiitoiiaBy4 iH^bajp€nr^8.4faiitgttt 
^aft^^iieijibphar^ Sb^thfebAbeyflfamip 
l!^e3 lived, 'mjiit oS:^miiiesBit^ b^ tht 
be&t «of a)l posaifale hetecB|^ei«8;/ oriwfaf) 
laMgiMil it to^littlei ii^ to i Itave Smx^ 
*W*«dta wodd^if itwa^ iio£ d stm«^ 
th)rld; ot wba (suspected liiat Jtbe 
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VI 

aebieveineiits of some of their country-* 
men in America might, by the world in 
general, be mistaken for pmrder — endea* 
youred to prove that the Afnerkans had 
no souls. Now, what was charged upon 
his world, i< true of that to which I in- 
troduce you. They are without souis. 

It may be thougbtthat the history of 
Columbus might have raidefed me more 
ctatioas in making knawti my disebvdi? 
jries^ The iroos^. in whkh he wias. pert 
jBitt^ tb mofatiM «u the. beMftta jof 
CBrichmg and imfmwmg woMMkn^ 9X^ 
doubtless kept reody^ bjE ^ Inquisitiofl^ 
Jor these who diaU \m weak enough t0 
lepeat bb ^^Rwce. I^ h6wevep, my 
perils weoe greater ^han thdy ar^ t 
alxmld st^l not hoBitate. to. en^o^n^ 
them. <^ Being a main^iail l^t it htem#ii 
is d^ur to me;" juid I mutt not hesitate 
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td f^tife lato the gtt^, if I mty Ih^ to 
bwry any of the Vices or fiAWea of the 
world with myself. 

Lei me ecilrmt, however, that tM>thing 
I have said may lead you, for a iDOKiei^, 
to confound the discoveries of Columbus 
with mine. It might have been well, if, 
in addition to, or perhaps in the place of, 
the gold of the western ccmtinent, Europe 
bml imported some of her rough virtues* 
These, passed^ if I may so speak, throo^^ 
a Christian mint, might, by their sterling 
weight, have served to displace some 
baser metal from the circul^ion. But 
my Worlds I fear, has few qualities whidi 
it would be desind>te to transplant to any 
new soil. I leave you, therefore, with 
this request,— that, as a world with souls, 
you will make a world without souls your 
negative example; by neglecting many 
3 
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ihingfti viwtt ft^do^s^Jwid doing eyory 

; A friend ttfybutsdf and aft ^^a^y to 
.your vites, ^ * / 

. I ajn, &c. &c. 
' ^ THE AUTHOR. 
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WORLD WITHOUT SOULS. 



CHAP. L 



" W^HENCE it is plain that these men 
ha'oe no souls''--^^* Incredible !*^ said Gus- 
tavuSi as he read the sentence—" the 
Spaniard must be mistaken.**— " By no 
means incredible/* said M. who read 
the sentence with him. 

The two remarks were made beneath 
the shade of an oak which frowned over 
one of the wildest rocks of St. Tov. 
Gustavus was seventeen ; his friend was 
sixty. They were the inhabitants of a 
cottage, for whose foundation its build- 
ers might be said to have wrenched a 
spot of ground from nature. A little 
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level had been planed in the stubborn 
surface, and their two rooms rested uppn 
the mountain like the nest of some bird 
upon the bosom of the woods. 

M, had brought his young companion 
to Switzerland when an infant, and they 
had not quitted it even for a day. Gus- 
tavus had lost his parents before he 
could learn their inestimable value. 
There was therefore an easy translation of 
his afFectidu to tlie person of. M. whom 
he loved, as the heart is likely to love, 
which has but few objects. For M. also 
habit had in a great measure -done' the 
work of nature : and this son of his 
adoption occupied that place in his bosom 
which his own had left empty by an 
early flight to Heaven. A simple, but a 
solemn compact, seemed to have taken 
placa between them"—" I \yill be to 
thee a parent — I will be to thee a child." 

I ought to describe the persons whom 
I have thus introduced upon tlie scene, 
and shall begin with M. — Le Brun 
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would have said, from his wrinkled 
countenance, " he is a man familiar with 
sorrows.** If, however, he had ever 
tossed in a sea of troubles, it was evi- 
dent that the storm was gone by. Piety 
and peace had met together in. his 
bosom ; and, like the fabulous twins of 
other days, this union had spread a 
calm upon the waters. His manner, 
perhaps, had suffered more than his 
character ; it was absent, and sometimes 
abrupt. His conversation was rather 
surrendered than bestowed; but it was 
a generous and entire surrender when the 
demand was made. If his sayings had a 
flavour of salt in them, they had no bit- 
terness. ~^ Like most men, he had pecu- 
liarities; some of which were by no 
means defensible, tie valued knowledge, 
for instance, but he sought it in unusual 
channels. He loved virtue, but he 
sometimes pursued it by questionable 
courses. In the opinion of the world 
his sentiments also upon religion would, 
B 2 
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I fe^^r, be esteemed peculiar; — his cba* 
lities might .by spqie be called extxava- 
gance, and his piety enthusiasm — but 
then the judgment of the world is not 
always to b^ tru$ted upon these points. 
In tbe village of St. Eoy the simple 
people lovjsd him as a father. — And they 
saw him too often and too clearly to be 
much mistiaken in him. 

There is auptliex portrait yet to b^ 
sketched, but it is easily done. At 
the . age of Gustavus characters h^ve 
much the same features. Not indeed 
tha^t the mind is the mere sheet of white 
paper to which some philosophers hav^ 
coi^pared it. For, if as susceptible, it 
is by.no meanafas pure. Bu,t as, in our 
wayta maphood, the body universally 
becomes a prey to a certain series of 
knpwn, evils; so the same diseases early 
difcovej; themselves in the human heart, 
and display themselves in nearly t^e 
same form, till modified by circumstances* 
T-M. knew the heart of man, foi he 
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hkd studied it in his owti ; and, in de- 
pendence upon Divine assistance, had 
coni^ecrated all his skill to the cultiva- 
tion of that of Gustavus: It is true, 
indeed, that our first years seldom sup- 
ply that sober ear which the lessons of 
religion demand : but then every avenue 
to the heart Is open ; and whatever spirit 
is intrdduced into the system, often 
lives, though latent, and animates the 
ftattie for ever. Early piety may some- 
times l^guish, but then it is often ^ut 
for a season ; as M. would ilhistrate it— ■ 
** rivei^s sometimes suddenly disappear, 
but t(s^ often ri^e again in a distant 
«p6t ivith brighter Waves and increased 
rapidity.** He added—" Early scholars 
in religion are the best, fdr they have 
less to unlearn. Indeed it is rare to see 
the grey hairs 6f Devott6n silv^ the 
head which was not early taught of 
Heaven." The method, however, oi 
10f. was, as we have iaid, too eixtraordi- 
nai*y to be praised even in the event of 
" b3 
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its success. Nothing, however, very 
remarkable appeared in the character of 
his pupiL Nature,, indeed, had endpw^ 
ed him with a kind of naivet^; th« 
scenes in which he had lived had thrown 
a colouring of romance over his sentl* 
ments : his principles were those of M. 
and he had gained something of his so- 
lidi^. He thought the world happy, 
for he was happy himself; and virtuous, 
because he l^new more of what it owed 
'to God, than of the manner in which it 
discharged its debt. He was credulous be* 
cause he was inexperienced. His good 
and evil qualities, in short, were the 
growth of St. Foy; and, though the 
flowers of the desert may be the most se- 
cure, they are seldom the most brilliant. 
Gustavus had read to the line which 
was quoted in a Spanish author of the 
sixteenth century. ^ I shall be expected 
to say something of the object of this 
writer, and the plan by which he pur^ 
sued it. As to the first, he was an apo- 
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legist for !he crimes of his countrymen 
in America. It was, indeed, of import- 
ance to justify^ in tlie eyes of other 
nations, and other religions, men who 
had, jn many instances, disgraced reli- 
gion by the grossest crimes. The plan 
of his apology was not at all unworthy 
the end which . the good Jesuit had in 
view. He first imputed to the Ameri- 
cans acts of stupidity which nothing 
that had a soul could have committed^ 
and which the Americans never did com- 
mit ; and .then^ as a consequence of this 
alleged stupidity, denied they could haae 
souk. 

The common sense of Gustavus had 
forced from . him the exclamation we 
have read, and the eccentricity of M. 

^ the declaration which followed. M. as 
we have said, loved experiments, and h^ 
had determined to show his pupil the 

^ world, through a singular medium. "If/ 
said he, " I can bring him to a conclusion 
that those who live as the world live 
B4 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



8 

can hare no souk — ^his next conclusion 
^vill be— 'that he, who has a soul, hi est 
shun the follies and vices into which 
they run/' — ^Tbus was the point made 
out. M. sighed to think, that, to make 
Gustavus what he ought to be, he must 
endeavour to render him unlike many of 
his fellow-creatures. This regret, how- 
ever, was not strong enough to check 
his design i and, as he was no longer an 
old man when he had a new and fevourfte 
project to execute, he hiri)^ upon it4it 
once. ^^ It is by no means infcredilAe 
then,*' said he to CKistavuis, '^tbatt^ts 
people should have no souls. Other writers 
have held the same opinion of still largeir 
portions of ^ work}. Mah&mef^ for 
instance, knew the worlds perlKip^ «s 
well as affy uninspired pei^»on, and be 
declares ttert wtmien have no souls. Moh- 
b{^dOj % gi^t philosopher, even in a 
country of pbitosophen, and who a|so 
says he knew tbe world, ooh tends that 
men are only monkies wllo have f ubb^ 
away their tails. A grave Spanish writer 
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l>a^5 tnade this theory HK^re probable by 
actually proving that thB Jews had once 
taih. Why theti should the Americans 
have souls?" Gustavtis was unaccus- 
tomed to contend^ and was therefore 
silent. ** But this is not alV continued 
M, : " there is nothing so profound as k 
German metaphysician; a^d many of 
them doirt)t whether eoen u metaphysidem 
has d soiil. The French EncyclopediastB 
also — the editors of seventy gigantic 
volumes — the authors of a more gigantic 
revolution, assert the same thing; and 
their disciples, the actors of a revolution^ 
appear to have embraced their opinion! 
But you shall convince yourself — I will 
carry you to a city where they haw no 
souls.'' 

" What is the soul ?** said Gustavus. 

" To that question," said M, "as you 
ih^y learn from the case of one of the 
followers of Aristotle, it is not easy to 
reply. His master thought the soul 
immaterial^ and therefore called it ^liA^ 
fi 5 
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(a-ulosX which means * immaterial/ Now 
the good Dominicans happened to read 
it avXos (aulos), which means a pipe. 
The consequence of this error was, that, 
in a public exercise, he brought fou^rteen 
arguments to prove the soul a whistle. 
But, as a royal author says, ^ les sottises 
• des phres sontperdties pour leurs enfants; - 
—every man must have his own. Unde- 
terred, therefore, by his failure, I will 
venture to say thus much of ihe soul : 
it is that property of man in which lie re* 
sembles God, and by which he is distin- ' 
guishedfrom the brutes. I may add, that 
^diis resemblance, and this distinction, 
both consist in virtue." 

" The resemblance evidently ; but 
there are surely other lines of distinc- 
tion?" 

" If they are lines, they are mathema- 
tical lines, without any properties but 
those which mathematicians assign them. 
Some powers of animals are as strong,; 
some instincts are stronger. The dog of 
4 
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Ulysses remembered his master wh^i Kis 
family forgot him. The ants of Flanders 
were more provident than the great Marl- 
borough. He found himself (says one 
of his annalists) on the plains of Qhent, 
without a grain of c?orn to subsist his 
army ; but supplied them, for some days, 
upon that which the ants had laid up for 
their winter's provision." 

" My lines of distinction, I see, are 
points." . 

*' And your points are air. AU dis- 
tinction but virtue is a mere breath. To 
be happy, is sometimes the lot of ani- 
mals ; to be good, is the privilege of man 
alone. But, Gustavus, in my turn, I 
must ask you sbme questions. Accord* 
ing to our argument, if a man has a soul, 
must he not, in all reason, endeavour to 
be distinguished from the brutes?" 
, '' Yes." 

'^ Must he not endeavour to resemble 
God?" 

'' Yes." 

B 6 
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, •* A»^ ttdt his obligatidis to these 
endeavours so imperious, that if we find 
a bemg, though in the shape of man, 
who disdainfs them himself, asd laughs 
at th6m in others, we may conctlKle he 
has no soulf* 

** I should think so^— said Gustavus. 

^* Then I will pledge myself to show 
you a multitude of persons such as these. 
— We \frill sail for the city of O. in a 
week." 

Before I embark with my readers upon 
this singular expedition, I must try to 
obviate an objection to this histdS^. 
They will possibly tell toe, that 'Vft is 
improbable M. would employ such ail- 
ments, and still more improbable Giwttt- 
vus should be convinced by thtem.*^ To 
this charge I answet-^-that I never 4il- 
tempted to justify M. ; I have tM^ his 
plans " questionable ;" and this project 
has proved that I have not sfo <:alled 
them without reason. — As to Gustavui-^^ 
though somewhat staggered by the coa- 
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€ldsi<jft at ^\c^ fftiy fedd a¥r!v«d^ ik 
could riot VShlttfe to dowfet of tt^' trft#, 
whilst he thought that he had seen and 
handled ertiy liolk iA the chain of their 
argtfttteift.-^^-^fy «e«der w^vM Mso re- 
niember, that, Itt his tyeS, ISf. was 
clothed in a kind of papal infallibility, 
which shielded his opinions almost from 
examination. But, more than this — i 
Gustavus had rarely or never been de- 
ceived. — ^And it is an unusually bad 
mind to which suspicion is natural — or 
which looks for snares before it has 
fallen into them. For my own part, I 
place little confidence in the man on 
whom no stratagem ever succeeded ; and 
I ever give that mind credit for the 
greatest familiarity with truth, which 
least questions the veracity of another. 
— He therefore who thinks with me, 
will acknowledge, that credulity is that 
weakness which lingers the longest 
amidst the virtues ; and in such a case as 
that of Gustavus, if he admire him the 
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Ie83 for it, will yet perhaps love hint 
the more. He will perhaps speak of 
him as 

*^ a tMrother, noble, 
Who0e nature is so £Eur from doing banni 
That he suspects noiie/' 
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CHAP. IL 

Shakespeare^ although he violates every 
one of tjie unities, is yet a philosopher 
and a poet. He says, 

^ Between the acting of a dreadful thing, 
And the first m6tion, all the interim is 
Like a phantasma, or a hideous dream/' 

Gustavus could attest the truth of 
this, for he was to travel, and he was in 
love. ^It is hard," he almost murmured, 
•* to leave one who has a soul, for those 
who have none." But it is those who are 
left that are thergreatcst isufferers. All 
is loss to them ; whilst those who travel, 
if they lose in one scale, by shifting 
scenes and new connexions, gain a 
something in the other. " If they have 
no souls, my Emily," he said, " at least 
their hearts cannot be worth the having." 
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— Emily was the daughter of a Mad. de 
N. a widow, and an inhabitant of thp 
same valley. — M. had known her in other 
scenes. EacWh^ M^ unfortunate; 
and each found, next to their heavenly 
Friend, their best refoge in the tend^ 
ness of the other. Switzerland, till ruf- 
fian feet had penetrated her recesses, was 
a city of refuge to the miserable o'f every 
age%i*Ajfdti1tiWy. THk SorAkry '^kndeur 
of her rpbuntalns harmonized with the 
frame of their mind. Weary of man, 
tb^ often ttiugiit^ arid found, a sfelter 
in the triittenantcd itenes of nature. t 
These two iittle f^ntilies wefe much 
Hxaited, fotthey \m& tlie ** bond which 
t«> mati bt^keth,'* tjfee bond of common 
^incl^te*. M. feed to say, " We want 
bo other ch^in of affection than the 
knowledge that w« are Christians. As 
sudi, we must w^eep and we may rejoice 
toother ; for we have been wrecked by 
the sanie' storn^ ^^^ are rescued by the 
sAme Eedeei^^^/' It Was reasooing only 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



17 

fit for St Eoy, but h& milks seamed to 
clap their hands wbeB thefy lueard it 

It \ras upon the eve of thdr d^>arture 
that M. and his yotin^ friettd walked for 
the kst time to the eottoge of Mad. 4e 
N* She had^been long ^tiniliar with i^ 
method of aiiieatkm which M* ititd 
adopted. This last schewe wa^ mme en- 
traordinarytlran the tent^ htkd isihe bad 
narons of the heart and faeid for^eiltaf- 
ing to 6ondenm it But MJs. pliaef^I^ 
"^sfx tempered hia raagiiknftiis^ and the 
^ood in Itm obgMt .generally m MIH* 
pietely swaHowed np^all that was duUolft 
in the exeeofion €if his plans, lltatshte 
was ob%ed to snbmit-^^^ His igsi&- 
lai^e/^aaid M^ ^^ so farMUPS the d^c^if, 
in& O. h m fair a theatre for U, that I 
eannot tefnte myself the pleasure df 
forcing him t© acknowledge how ill the 
jdnties and the c<md«et df iiMnkind ac- 
cokI."— *' He might,'* she silid, '' Itam tt 
from himself i"^^^* Our own faults,*' saill 
M* ^^ isre tiie feiat whtch we ^mike otn^ 
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preceptors.'' — " He shall learn it from 
'iwe/' said Mad. de N.— *' AfoAowe* did . 
not know this woman,** thought M. 

The dialogue of the younger cwiple 
may be conceived. Such sayings arc 
like some of the wines of the south, de- 
licious in their proper soil, but they will 
not bear transporting. " I will write to 
my Emily whether this people have 
Bouls.*'-— ** May Heaven," she answered^ 
*^ take the charge of your own !** 

They travelled slowly, for the suns of 
th«ie vallies are the foes of activity : and 
as they were not -Englishmen, they did 
not feel themselves obliged to move 
as though they were running against 
time* ; Foreigners are nGiuch astonished at 
the celerity with which many English 
travellers make the circuit of Europe* 
*V C'est un peuple hypocondriaque ** 
--r they sonvetimes say — "a people 
who travel to escape suicide." The fact 
is, th^t too many Englishmen carry 
through Europe the persuasion, that no 
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country is worth examining but their 
own; and, thus, the same pr^udices 
which make travelling more essential to 
them than to any other nation, by haunt* 
ing them as they move, make it often 
also more unprofitable. 

" There are few men,** l^ys a French 
author, " who know how to take a walk :'* 
if this be true, it will be scarcely dis^ 
puted that there are still fewer who know 
how to make a journey, St. Foy, how* 
ever, by the interest it was calculated to 
ipye its inhabitants in the scenes of na» 
ture, waa a schpol in wjiich such a lesson 
could scarcely fail to be learnt; and M. 
had studied every page in the great vo- 
lume of the imiyerse with a curious eye» 
He found 

^' Tongues in the trees, books in the running brooby 
Sermons in stones, and good in every tiling.'* 

" There is something in the sweet hour 
of prime," he said, as they once met the 
ascenijing day, '^ which seems to give 
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ffte^andllkrlhjteg. It rfpp^s lik* a liew 
crttftioii, in* I ilmdkt &kpict t6 hear iUtt 
rdchrnifig i^tafe if^fc * shout together for 
"^ jt^Jr/ 11i€ people of O. ^eep long after 
thc'sun hii quitted his eastern chitnber."^ 

" They can have tio souls^^' said G. 

"I^ito iKirt stttprfse'd,'' tfOniintied M. 
'*^that as the tinetili^lVteiied nations see 
itid cfrfJs ^df heav^h ioifKiTg in bHghtAess,. 
thtfjraVe i^pf^d^to adore them* it h 
IM thAt sortie of the ^ tH6e^ 6i Ametih 
Worship the 'sdn as theTAiage'df Ood?^ 

^!t'fs aii^tfof,^^di^^G.;'*^%t % 
kihlhn^ an erfot, thdt ilheSifailiard mast 
fee tWtstaken.^ 

He lifted ^hfs eye to the Afps;^ 
tb^e^ed around hini. A better phildSd- 
phy was almost necessary to feachniea 
that they are not tbe pillars on which the 
hcav^ftw Hre *prdp|)«d. " Wb*n bi!« lob* 
serves the immensity of their bases/' he 
iaiS, '* and the alxftlpthess Vith which 
fhdy ttnriinate, We catittot but imagine 
ttiaft theft Kfecfs 'MiX far beydnd the 
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do," replied M.; "and in this they slja4ow 
out the true religion. Her base is as gi- 
gantic, and we.shpi^Jjd wp^clfi*'^ i^ hpr 
summit w^r^ op^, wi^af^fied uu.ii^teries 
which nothing but tb« «y« o(]Hewma 
could penetrate." 

Gustavus exclaimed, " Such must be 
the religion of. sojils.** 

Ther^ was a ps?ws^,; for thf i^ i^^ iso^ie- 
thing m moimut^ such: as. th^se A^hich 
disposes the mind to silence. But then 
again, the result of this is sometimes an 
abundance of the heart, ovit of w])iph the 
mouth will spjeiajc, " How n^uch do I 
owe you," said Gustavus, " that you have 
taught me to enjoy moments such as 
these; ,and, what is more, to imjiroye 
them ! If ever noy wind fj^i^ls, as, it pj,ight, 
it is at such seasons as these." 

" I will repeat you some verses," said 
M. ** which saj the same thing. They 
were written ojn a swjnter'j mqr;ni9igi when 
those who love the day are almost impa- 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



it 

tient of the slow steps by which it ad- 
vances. 

Sunk is that orb in endless sleep 
Which us*d to meet our opening eyes ; 

And angry nature bids us weep 
A polar night in southern skies. 

Eye of the heav'ns ! perhaps thy sight 
Has sicken'd at a world of crime ; 

And (wrapp*d o'er us the pall of night,) 
Thy rays will light some happier clime. 

Perhaps thy last sad course was run 
Through realms which fear and hate the day ; 

Where ruffians curse the coming sun. 
Where idlers sleep whole suns away. 

E'en here thy burning view would see 
Unblushing vice and passion rude. 

And seldom bent the suppliant knee^ 
And still the lip of gratitude. 

Or didst thou roll thy glowing wheel 
Where dark Ambition goads her steed ; 

And plotting statesmen whet the steel. 
And bid the mortal battle bleed ? 
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Or where the Gaul, from Lodi'a bridge^ 
WiUi slaughtered armies chokes the flood; 

Or where he scales the Alpine ridge, 
And dies its virgin snows with blood i 

Such scenes must wound the eye of HeaTOH— » 
But has not Heaven, since time begun. 

Flung all its million gifts around 
On those who ne'er returned it o»e ? 

O ! starting from thine almost death, 
Mark, sluggard, noto yon orb arise ; 

And charge the morning's earliest breath 
With incense to its native skies : 

See yon blue arch the surface span ; 

To guilty worlds, see day is given— 
O! Heaven is still the friend of man. 

Though man is still the foe of Heaven. 

I have no obligation to tell my readers 
in what direction our travellers journey- 
ed. A few days however brought them 
to a sea-port; the wind was favourable, 
and a ship ready to sail. They had no 
sooner lost sight of the fat and lazy plains 
on the one shore, than the giant cliiFs 
of the other met their eye. G. was^sur- 
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prised to^obierve the sepamting Waters 
so narrow. *^ Compared,** he said, " with 
the seaSsOjxp^rwls- of, it isi )wX 3- riyer, 
and one is amazed to find its opposite 
ba»k(t'«o diflGBf^nt"--"-" They are not so 
different," said M. " as the people who 
inhabit thetPf Those philpsophcrs, by 
the by, who think national character un- 
der the sole guidance of cUmate, who 
count the virtues of a people on a circle 
of latitude, and who measure their genius 
by a thermometer, would find this differ- 
ence a diffictJ.tprjoble;iiXt Iwish,,how^v^r, 
this differeAce of ^character were all. But 
the stream which divides their countries, 
whilst it is too narrow for their objects 
to be different, is too wide for their in- 
terests to.be the same; and in the eon- 
teat for these, they have shed as much 
Mood as would purple all th# waters be- 
tween them." 

** Their leaders, of course,** said G. 
*^ know they have na soutf, and then to 
spill this blood is little more than to dis* 
turb the same quantity of water/' 
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CHAR III. 

One of the most obvious claims which si, 
reader has upon him who proposes to 
amuse or instruct him^, is some kind of 
history of the characters of his drama. 
On this ground I think it right to give 
my i^ader^ a brief history of Mad. de N. 
It is M. who tells it ; and if they begin 
to know him, they will perhaps wish 
to hear it from his lips rather than 
from mine. I will first, however, state 
the circumstance which drew forth thi? 
history. 

It is well known that love is the topic, 
round which, as the bird round its nest, 
a person in love will continually hover. 
It was so with Gustavus ; and M. had 
such pleasure in seeing him happy, that 
when the conversation of bis young com- 
c 
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panioQ thus settled to its centre, lie made 
no efforts to fly off from it. One kind of 
philosophy, we read, proposed to govern 
the mind, as conquerors- sometimes go- 
vern the countries they subdue, by anni- 
hilating every one who could resist But 
with such philosophy M.had not thought 
it necessary to make Gustavus acquaint- 
ed. He had taught him, however, the 
philosophy of Christ ; — which takes the 
feelings as it finds them, and, leaving 
what is good in the heart, diisciplines all 
that is rebellious. But it is not wonder- 
ful, that at his age, and scarcely familiar 
with his own principles, his feelings 
should, as it were, break bounds, and the 
turbulence of his love now and then es- 
cape in unguarded expressions. 

It was a singular incident that struck 
out some expressions of this nature, and 
these again drew from M. the history of 
which we are in search. Our travellers 
were divided from the inhabitants of the 
next apartment, at an inn on the road. 
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by a very slight partition. But the walls 
of Thebes w6uld have been almost insuf- 
ficient to fortify them against the thun- 
ders of a tongue^ whicii roared behind it. 
To this some gentle female voice replied/ 
But the stronger animal appeared plainly 
to have no ear for it, and loaded the 
air with the most terrible imprecations. 
At intervals Gustavus was astonished to 
hear God and the soul summoned to sanc-^ 
tion what seemed to be the threats of 
fury, falsehood, and impiety. His first 
inquiry naturally was, " how those mho 
had no sauk, and could have no God, 
could swear by them ?" 

M. was somewhat perplexed by the 
<juestion, but at length answered — 
" There is nothing more usual. The an- 
jcients always swore by Styx,, though not 
one in a million believed in the existence 
of such a river. They even made their 
gods swear by it, although they must 
know that the Styx never flowed through 
any regions, but the brains of a poet. 
c 2 
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111 like manner atheists, perhaps more 
than any other men, call God to witness 
what they say. Or if this explanation 
does not satisfy you, let the men of O, 
themselves do it. Charge them with 
oaths of this kind ; — and, to a man, they 
will tell you ' that they had no meaning 
^ in them :' — so that you must not won- 
der, that they talk nonsense, when they 
mean nothing more." 

" Thus far I must acknowledge," re- 
plied Oustavus, " that those who knew 
God Would scarcely desire him as a wit- 
ness of their own fury ; and that those 
who had souls would scarcely stake them 
cither upon a trifle, or a falsehood," 

The conversation naturally soon turn- 
ed upon the contrast of voice, manner, 
and character, which was displayed by 
the combatants. 

^' These two things are obvious con- 
cerning them," said' M. " that they are 
man and wife, and that one is under the 
influence of religion, and the other un- 
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acquainted with it. Marriage, my dear 
^ Gustavus, is like some exquisite instru- 
ment, which can be tuned only by the 
hand of Hearen, God, who made the 
hearts, alone can harmonize them, by 
the infusion of common views, and hopes, 
and Joys." It was here that those tem- 
pestuous feelings in Gustavus of which 
we spoke, broke out, and proved that 
man sometimes bows to other idols than 
those of wood and stone. 

" Emily then being as good as she is," 
l?e said hastily, " I*may love her; but, 
even were she otherwise, I should still 
hope to make her niy own. — ^^Let her have 
Jove — ^and religion would follow." 

" I wished never to tell you the history 
jof Madame de N." replied M. in his some- 
what abrupt manner, " till it could be 
useful to you. This speech of yours con- 
vinces me you ought to hear it." 

Qustavus rejoiced at this casual com- 
pletion of a w|sb he had more than once 
c3 
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expressed in vain ; and M. thus pro- 
ceeded : 

" The first words which Caroline St 
Amand ever heard from the lips of her 
parents were those by which they taught 
her to honour God : and her knees were 
bent and her bands cjaspedin the attitude 
of devotion long before it was possible 
for her to know the object of prayer! 
Tiiey loved indeed to see her rehears^*, 
from the first, those scenes of piety 
which they trusted she would act upon 
the stage of Jife. She lived with them 
therefore as in a temple, and soon felt 
every where that fear of doing wrong 
which even the worst sometimes manifest 
in spots sacred to religion. — The happi- 
ness of this small circle, however, was 
soon to be disturbed. Those who arc the 
fittest for eternity seem often to be first 
called to the enjoyment •f it. Her father 
died suddenly by a fever when she was 
ten years old; and her mother did not 
long survive him. The desire of her pa- 
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rents had beeo, that Caroline should 
be sent for the completion of her edu- 
cation to the place of her birth — sl spot 
no less retired and romautic than 
St. Foy; and where a person resided 
every way fitted for the task* . It was 
there she became that enthusiast in na- 
ture we have found her; and it was there 
she made her own those principles which 
the last breath of a parent had bequeath- 
ed to her. She, at first, respected reli- 
gion for their sakes, and then loved it 
for its own. At. the age of eighteen, 
however, she was summoned to the house 
of one of her relations who had uuder- 
taken the charge of her. He. was a man 
singular in no respect; but one who^ 
living in a capital, walked with the great 
herds of it, neither bending to the right 
band nor to th^ left, to take an unusual 
step in the way^of virtue. As Caroline 
quitted, those oaks which, from a child^ 
had wayed their broad arms over her in 
defiance of the tempest, she thought. 
c 4 
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whether the world Vcwld, ^idst its own 
storms, provide her friends such as these; 
and as they bowed their tall heads to tht, 
passing wind, she acknowledged it as a 
sort of silent language by which they 
bad her farewell. ' If/ she said tp hA* 
melancholy companiou> * the spiiit CQuld 

* take any visible form, ypu would pften 
' see me wandering amidst thes6 shades 

* we have loved together.' — * If not/ r^ 
plied her aged friend, ^ I shall hope lo 
^ meet that sphrit elsewhere/ Carolifti 
soon left her rettrement, casting almost 
that Monging lingering look behind^ 
which they cast who are passing from 
one world to another. 

^' But she was at an age when our opi- 
nions sit loosely upon us ; and wh^n, if 
the tastes a^d passions seem to take a 
Ittoager hold, still they are ready to quit 
it for any new object It is not a matter 
of surprise therefore, that she had not 
been long placed in her new residence 
before she began to feel the influence of 
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that fascination which the walls of a 
great city are known to exercise upon 
those whom they encircle. The child of 
solitude indeed, especially where the wide 
drffeience between the world and retire- 
noent has not been fairly stated, is very 
apt t6 go into the world unprepared for 
the conflicts of it. ^Caroline fell a victim, 
i& part, to this indiscretion. She had 
exchanged the rocks and trees, her former 
companions, for living creatures; and 
she soon caught something of the sur- 
rounding animation, and began rather to 
court dissipation than to retreat from it. 
** During this time, although the prin- 
ciples she had at first learned, filled as 
large a place in her mind as ever, she na- 
turally did not call them up to her view 
as frequently as before. She had not in- 
deed abandoned them> but she had in a 
degree laid them by; little thinking that- 
negligence is scarcely less fatal to them 
than oppiosition. I mention this state of 
her mind because it explains thecircura- 
c 5 ' ' 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



S4 

stances which follo\ved.— In this fatal 
hour M. de N. was introduced. He was 
a man to whose person and mirid nature 
had given tlie most noble and masculine 
features; but -^he could not climb to 
Heaven to steal for him that sacred fire^ 
without which, man had better have con- 
tinued to slumber amidst his fellow^atoms 
in the dust. Religion, however, was less 
missed in him, who, without it, seemed 
t6 wear many of its graces ; and Caro- 
line, especially, was not at an age when^ 
if she found what she admired, she was 
likely to pause, and ask, whither it ^nd^ 
ed, and whence it came. She wha had 
studied man only in solitude, viewed him 
as she would any other production of 
nature*; and, if the fruit appeared fair, 
at once pronounced the tree to be good^ 
Every thing in the mind of N. was upoit 
a large scale. His passions were strongy 
his imagination was warm, and his energy 
etev awake. It perhaps arose from this, 
that every day gave birth to some new 
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scheme, and that he seemed restless till 
an object or employment was found vast 
enough to seize upon his mind, and fill it. 
His quick perception of merit soon 
placed him at the side of Caroline, and 
his ardour and attractions in two months 
made her his wife. 

" As they stretched their liands across 
the altar, he said, meaning to intimate 
the daily increase of their affection, in 
that figurative language which was pecu- 
liar to him, ^ Tlie flames lighted at the 

* altar, Caroline, mingle more and more 

* as they go onward/ — ' Yes,' she said, 

* because they are each taking their way 

* to the same heaven/ N. smiled — but 
he bad thought his image more signifi- 
cant of loye than of religion. 

"It is obvious, that every circum- 
stance had conspired to lay asleep the 
principles of Caroline; but they had so 
incorporated themselves with her very 
nature, and were of so vigorous a consti- 
tution, that they were sure soon to 
c6 . 
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awake, and arise, and make themselves 
felt. If she had married a man without 
religion, it was, not because she for a 
moment undervalued it, — but because 
she ignorantly imagined religion to be 
too excellent to have few friends, or at 
least N. too good not to be among them* 
If she ever suspected him, she yet 
charged his failings upon the vehemence 
of his nature knd his want of opportu* 
nities. * Love,' she said, with yoir, 
Gustavus, * is the b^st school of piety; 

* and if I have his heart in my hands, 

* can I not mould it as I will?' 

" Love has been often called a 'deli- 
rium ; — and as, when a fever is oiF, ihe 
body feels doubly its first weaknesis and 
disease, so the soul is never so much 
itself, or the conscience so delicate and 
severe, as when this mental delirium has, 
in any degree, cooled* To this state 
Caroline was brought by marriage. It 
had not diminished her affection, but had 
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what she was. 

" Although N. was for a time far too 
watchful of her happiness to give any 
direct wound to her feelings, still there 
is in religion or irreligion a kind of 
omnipresence, by which they are seen 
and felt in every thing which their pos- 
sessors say or do. She soon saw there- 
fore, ^ that, if she attempted to touch the 
string of religion, there was within him 
nothing which answered ; that whilst she 
hoped to walk as a stranger and pilgrim 
in this world, he made it his home; 
that if he did right, it wa? frequently 
without a motive, or from a false one. 
It was plain also, that he did not love h«r 
for her piety, but rather winked at it ;-~ 
tl;iat he viewed it as her weak point — as 
a kind of dead weight, which hef other 
excellencies alone could balance. 

"I need not explain to you the 
effects of this discovery upon Caroline, 
or her sensations, when she saw herself 
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cast Aipon the world with such t guide* 
I haveofteUy in my own mind, compated 
her situation to that of the unhappy 
creatures^ whO) as it is said^ not unfre- 
quently, in the northern seas, quit theif 
boats: in search of prey, and land upon 
the floating fields of ice: where sudden- 
ly sQHie shock cuts ofi^ the morsel on 
which they rest, and they are launched 
into the vast deep, with no friend but 
their icy carriage. 

" Of her conduct I must say, and my 
intimacy with both entitles me to speak 
confidently, that she bent every nerve to 
the task of reclaiming him ; that she 
sometimes attempted to force, but 
oftener to soften a way to his heart — that 
she neverforgot to be a wife, because he 
was not a Christian, 

" But I have to explain the influence 
of her conduct upon her husband. 

" She liad hoped that there was some 
modification of an ambitious mind, by 
which it might aspire to an union wit;h 
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God ; and that the eye which rejoiced in 
every vast object, would naturally rest 
itself upon eternity. But she was de*; 
ceived. Religion seemed, in his eyes, 
to degrade every thing which it touched. 
Although he looked above the world, he 
never looked to Heaven. For some 
years then he met her arguments and her 
affection, when employed in the service 
of religion, with almost equal insensi-r 
biiity. Nor was this all. It was impos* 
sible for such a mind as his to be long 
satbfied with the middle point, and there 
was therefore scarcely any place for him 
between an entl^usiast and an infideL 
In a short time, he found his little belief 
a burden to him, and became the last. 

" I have said, with how lofty a nature 
he was endowed. His hopes and projects 
were such as might be expected from 
one thus constituetd, and did not ac-r 
commodate themselves to the dull reali- 
ties of life. Shall we wonder then, that 
the visions he sought, continually eluded 
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hw ^rasp? This by degrees, iiowever, 
soured his disposition ; and, as the space 
between the opposite extremes is seldom 
great, the once sanguine N. sat down in 
sulienness and despair. His love of 
Caroline was indeed the last anchor 
which the storm carried away. But as 
he had not taken the ground of infidelity 
from a clear and conscientious conviction 
that it was the best, but had hewn it out 
as a place of refuge from irresolution and 
indifference; — the subject of religion 
became intolerable to him. Whenever, 
therefore, her mild language or bright 
example pressed it upon him, he felt it as 
a wound, and began to dislike the hand 
which gave it. It was with himself that 
he was angry, but he soon vented his 
spleen upon her. One act of unkindness 
ever produces another, for ^ men always 
• hate those they have injured.' At the 
end of six years therefore, when the las* 
sentiment which had lent any grace or 
polish to the colossal features of his cha- 
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racter was worn away, he atood lik^e 
some shapeless relic from the hand of a 
great master— -whioti we admire only for 
what it has been. 

** At the same time there were many 
intervals during this p^iod, ip which h# 
seemed to start back into himself I 
shall mention one/ Their only child wad 
our own Emily. As N, had now tak^a 
a decided part in his hostilities to reli* 
jgkm^ Caroline tretnbJbd at the infltt^u:e 
Jie might have with her^ when her adr 
vanced years shoald throw her moffi 
into his society. Paring the first part 
i)f her life, she herself naturally eiyoyed 
the almost exclusive management of 
her ; and, throughout this period, jshe 
watched with all the eagerness of a 
mother's eye, every avenue by which 
corruption could enter. She even felt it 
her duty, painful as^ was the task to^ 
her, to guard her child against the senti- 
ments of its &ther;— shedid moare» for 
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she taught h^r to lift her little hands ia 
supplication to God for mercy upon him. 

" It was to a scene of this kind, that 
N. was accidentally a witness. She 'had 
been teaching Emily in what sense Oed 
IS the Shepherd of his people. The door 
was not closed^ and, as he stood ther«i 
he saw Madame de N. in the attitude of 
prayer — her eyes lifted upwards, but dim 
with anguish. Emily knelt beside h^r, 
touched by her mother's sufferings, and 
in childish accents repeating her peti- 
tion, ' O thou great Shepherd, bring 
* back thy lost sheep to the fold.' Thert 
was iSfomething in the scene which spoke 
to a heart strung like that of N. Ht 
felt it, 1 believe, deeply. 

" It* was tlie same evening that he 
stood for some time musing upon a 
painting by a celebrated master of the 
Roman school ; in which, whilst a holy 
i^mily are taking their flight to Heaven, 
one despairing Wretch among them is 
struck to the ground by its thunders. 
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He seemed greatly agitated— beckoned 
Caroline in a hurried manner-^laid his 
finger upon the figure^ and rushed out 
of the room. 

" Sucli lucid intervals (if I may so 
call them) were however transient^ and 
every day more rare. About the middle 
of the tenth year of their marriage, the 
apathy of which I spoke had so com- 
pletely fixed itself upon him, that it 
would have almost been as easy to have 
roused his statue as himselfi to any 
interest in the common circumstances of 
life. 

" There is but one employment (I dart 
'Bot call it amusement) to which such a 
state of mind eminently disposes men. 
It is said, that the ancient Goths, during^ 
the time of peace, would doze away 
whole years in the most senseless sloth, 
unless called from it to gamble. It was 
then that their eyes again lighted up with 
savage fires, and their bo6oms swelled 
with wonted fury. Thus engaged, they 
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would sit till ^ne ojr the other party had 
lost his property, his children, his arms, 
and even his person; as though tliey re* 
fused to live, except when they could 
butcher their enemies or ruin themselves. 
It is a ferocious picture of man ; but, alas ! 
it is the portrait of N. The first time he 
took the box in Ins hand, he seemed to 
cast the die of his own fate. Having 
once burstt asunder the bands of his 
lethargy, be seated himaelf at .these 
taUes of ruin, and scarcely ever quitted 
theiQ* He appeared to take a gloomy 
delight in the convulsions of mind, 
whicb were wrought by %h^ vicissitudes 
of his new employmeiit^ and, so that he 
could feel, he seemed to care little for 
the nature of his sensations. The grief 
of Caroline naturally kept pace with the 
frenzy of her husband. It was not, 
however, for herself she grieved, but 
for him. From the history of other 
gamesters, and from her intimacy with 
the' mind of N. she borrowed a kind of 
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prophetic light by which she wats enabled 
to look through the shades of his future 
destiny. She saw that it was impossible 
for such a' man to be a gamester, and not 
to be undone. 

" It was one evening when N. had 
gone from home uiider singular agitation 
of mind, t;hat she requested I would 
follow him to a gaming-house which he 
was known to frequent. This place was 
celebrated for the pillage of all who 
were not initiated in the crooked and 
mysterious arts of those in whose hands 
it was. As the police of Paris was at 
that time the most vigorous in the world, 
the owners of this institution contrived 
so to fortify the approach to it, that, in 
cases of alarm, they might remove all 
the instruments of their trade before the 
officers entered. By secret means, how- 
ever, I obtained an entrance; and I 
opened the door as I should that of the 
regions appropriated to the wicked. 
When 1 entered, every one appeared to be 
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full of his employment As my business 
was rather to see than to be seeni I took 
my station in a place fitted to my pur- 
pose. The scene which presented itself^ 
had for nie a kind of terrific interest 
which ,1 cannot explain to you. When 
I contemplated the faces ground me, I 
seemed to be introduced to a new set of 
passions ; or to combinations of them 
more terrible than those which usually 
present themselves. I fancied in almost 
every man a Cethegus or a Catiline 
— a conspirator against the happiness 
of mankind. ^Enthusiast as I am in 
liberty, I could have almost rejoiced, 
when all the malignant humours of the 
body politic seemed thus drawn to a 
point, to have seen the hand of authority 
forcibly cut them away. To this hour, 
many of tbie figures of this society 
haunt me. I saw hands which chanty 
never lifted, lips that never prayed, 
knees that never bent, countenances 
where, if I may so express it, * God 
• 4 
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* had forgotten to be gracious/ The 
only ray of comfort which broke through 
the awful gloom was that which showed 
me that each one in this s^sembly appear- 
ed to be let loose against another as fero- 
cious as himself. But even that vanish- 
ed when I turned my eyes upon N.— 
Wan and emaciated, his forehead ridged 
with a thousand storms, his eye fixed 
and glaring, his manner sullen and despe- 
rate; he recalled to my mind the first 
murderer, when driven out as a fugitive 
from God. His * punishment' was 
even now ^ greater than he could bear/ 
—But let us hasten, my Gustavus, from 
this unholy ground. I found an oppor- 
tunity, during the night, of painting to 
liim in strong colours the terrors of his 
situation ; but his answer indicated, that 
lie had looked his ruin too often in the 
face, to be restored to virtue by any pic- 
ture I could bring befqre him. I spoke 
to him of Caroline; but he had, in his 
new business, acquired a horrid familia- 
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rity with the sufferings df others. I 
wauld have spoken of God — but he 
stopped me, by exclaiming in his vehe- 
ment manner,. * Chance is the only God 
* of a gamester/ In feet, I might have 
remembered, that the gambling-room is 
the tem|yle of the Atheist. It is an em- 
ployment in which there is a constant 
appeal to some power without ourselves 
—that power which presents One side of 
the die, and hides another. Men call 
this ^ chance' — and are tbcy not Atheists? 

"But let me finish this melancholy ^ 
story. N. after his last speech, abruptly 
left me, resumed his occupation, and 
seemed to pursue it with even a more 
entire devotion of mind than before. 
When I reflected that every steip he took 
in his present employment brought him 
so much nearer to his ruin, I almost 
ceased to wonder that some philosophers 
should have called in the doctrine of 
fatalism to explain the fatuity of human 
qonduct. They reasonably doubted 
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tally his own enemy, and therefore con* 
cseived a ^ort of iron hand which lashed 
him on to destruction. There was also 
something of that expression in the face 
of ^. which might have been expected 
in the victim of such a destiny. The 
alternations of loss and gain seemed no 
longer to affect him ; he received the last 
as a loan which he was immediately to 
restore, and the first as his settled and 
natural inheritance, 

" I sat watching him for some time ; 
but, as I knew, there was nothing his . 
high spirit could less endure than to see 
ft spy placed upon his movements, I 
quitted the room, and returned to Ma* 
dame de N. 

" Her frame of body was such, that it 
was likely to give way before evils under 
which the mind might have stood. It 
was indeed one of those nervous systems 
which apj)ear to feel an4 to bleed at 
every point in which misfortune touches 

D 
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4htm. Knowing this, I had long feared 
the effect of her sorrows upon hbr ; and 
Jtherefore had always thought mysdf 
fustified in showing them to her in the 
least formidable aspect which they w-ore* 

"Unfortunately I pursued the same 
line of conduct in recoiding the events 
of this evening. Had I done otherwise, 
I should have better prepared her for that 
^spectacle of horror, to which she w^s iiaw 
to be brought at once and without prepa- 
ration. I was soon obliged to leave hen 

" Some hours after midnight N. re- 
turned to his house- As usual, he hur- 
ried to his apartment, and barred his 
door against that bosom on which he 
might profitably have rested all his cares* 
Caroline lieard his door close, and, al- 
though she felt the cruelty and the de- 
speration of that sorrow which refuses to 
communicate itself, she little thought 
that he had now shut himself from her 
and from the world for ever. 

*' After I quitted him, the good for^ 
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tunc or the knavery of ins associates had 
put the last stroke to his undoing; and 
the lofty N. was now a beggar. Pride 
sometimes supports men under an ho- 
nourable poverty, but no one is proud of 
the desolation which his own hand iias 
made. N. felt all the agonies of* a 
wounded spirit, when he saw in himself 
the executioner, as it were, of his own 
dignity and happiness. In the solitude 
of his chamber he was able to measure 
his calamities on -every side. It was 
here, that, with every thing except God 
shut out, he found the eye of God too 
strong for him ; and resolved, in order 
to escape the certain evils of his present 
state, to rush upon what (according to 
his creed) were the tremendous uncer- 
ta>inties of another. He determined upon 
making tlie awful experiment whether 
there was any hell worse than the bosom 
of a gamester. In little more than an 
hour the watchful Caroline heard tiie re- 
port of a pistol in his room. Wild with 
d2 
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fear, sbe rushed to his door. It gave way, 
And 3he reached him just soon enough to 
cuark those last struggles and convulsions 
with which the soul tears itself from the 
hody. In the fixed contemplation of 
this awfbl spectacle she lost her reason. 
When I was sent for, I found indeed, 
that they had forcibly separated her from 
the corpse : but that the bleeding image 
seemed to haunt her every where.^ She 
did not, for a long time, notice me ; and 
at last threw on me only that vacant gaze 
which indicates that the imagination and 
the memory are too busy to let the senses 
4o their duty. By degrees, however, 
the violence of her disorder subsided, 
but her complete recovery was for a long 
time doubtful. Madness often delights 
in sonie particular position or action; 
and the disordered mind will mischie- 
vously act over again those scenes in 
which its frenzy originated. I have 
watched her sit for hours, with her hand 
projected before her face, in the attitudf 
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of intense expectation. In this situa- 
tion, if she heard the slightest noise, she 
would shriek afoud, ^ A' pistol f — and 
rush towards the sound. Even now, if 
1^ sees^ the mountain sportsman, with. 
hts gun, pursuing the wild chamois 
amidst the rocks of St. Foy, she will 
hasten to her room— as if afraid to trust 
tbe sllglit threacT by which reason is lield. 
dod however preserves that reason to 
Heri ftndshe will usi^ it, Ou^tanis, to 
gfive Emily tanone but a Cfarlstiati/' 
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CHAP. IV. 

It was on the morning of Sunday ihkt 
Gustavtus first opened bis eyes in O. He 
had some diificylty in convincing, him- 
self that the elements were^not con- 
vulsed. The darkness of » great city to 
him, whoihad never quitted Switzerland, 
was almost supernatural, and the sound 
of coaches seemed like subterraneous, 
thunder. The footsteps around him 
were loud and incessant. '* These 
people seem, at all evcnts^'^to A^w bodies^^ 
he said. 

It was some consolation to him to hear 
the note of a distant bel>, which hailed 
the dawning of the Sabbath. It is far 
less certain whether sotinds move in lines 
or circles, than that those who would 
know the way to the heart, would do 
well to follow them. Gustavus was 
transported in a moment to St. Foy, and^ 
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ia a moment, forgot O. its noises and iti?^ 
bells, in her rocks, in that small and 
single bell to which they echcted, and in 
her Mr)>om his memory ever summoned 
when lie thought of any thing he loved; 
He saw her with her circle of little 
mountaineers afgund her, t^ching them 
how praise might be perfected even from 
lips such as theirs. It was a moment 
favourable, to . the sex ; — ** they have^ 
souls," sftid he, ** though Mahomet 
might not know it". , - 

In ijat^ qqurs^ pip the morning their 
inclinations ^nd haibits forced them into 
a chw^ch^ M. said, as he entered it; 
" H9IW melancholy W€fe those times, 
wh^n ithe inl»abi<ant iof /wiy country 
could not quit it without seeing temples 
liaised to other gods than h}^ Own! The 
Christian pilgrim now, finds, the altar of 
^lis. ,(?od through} whatever civilized 
land, he bends his steps;- and his religion 
has, thus, in the b0st sens^^ made him a 
titi^en of the world." 
D 4 
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The piuycrs, thoagh ixidiflferently read, 
ioon attracted the attention of Gustavu«, 
and he aiuid scatcely wait fot- a pause m 
the service to express his admiration of 
them. " Are the^ the pitayers/' be said, 
^ of a people without smil^f - 

*' When I told you^^^V answered M. 
^ what these people Are, i did not tell 
yoix what' they fiay^ been, lliey ^are 
the relics of a gnefat lAld ^otid p^&^%i, 
Thf^se prayers ^ tm n6t tbe^ pi^lic(uoi& of 
the day, but the pjrayers- df tliei* ancea* 
tors^of men whi^ fiad ^ift!MlA^ &iA ik^ho 
felt find acted ssbI ' ihbA>^ fh^ had^ 
Would that tliid nation liarf kn<oWtt 'r*li^ 
gion to be the t)e&tr lejfiicy, ai^ witfethe 
«oil had inii8rit»a Sll the vi*tue» <if thehf 
anceistol-^r . 

As M. had taken paiirt tt iiAe^i ^rii 
the ilj«s» of the clet^y one more espe-* 
eially suited to hfe putpose, &ustavuf 
had almost imniiedldte occasion to re^ 
mark that the twodiviaiotis of the service 
did not strictly harmonic. A shadowy 
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form at l^gth tdak possession of th« 
ptllpit. He preached languidly foF 
eleven ihinutes, prayed njore languidly 
for two, and then dismissed his audience 
with a cold eye and a whispered benedic-^ 
tion. 

" The sermons of St Foy," said Gus* 
tavus, " are longer." 

" Eleven minutes," answered M. 
'* woiild ill satisfy earfegfceedy of intelli- 
gence froih Heaveil* Slich sfennons are 
a kind df spirttual app^itioh : ^ airy, un- 
^substantial, appearing for a moment, and 
then dying a way. — ^Such evanescent div 
vinity would not be endured at St. Foy 
—•but then its inhabitant's have souls; 
the preacher of to-day knows his audi^ 
ence have none. But," continued bfe, 
as they paced th^ street, " the s^rnaon is 
worthy of exajninatioii, in order to as- 
certain the point for which we travel. 
We must, feowevc^, fewer dur iories in 
conversfing 6n this subject; foi" these 
people have the same super&titioas foible 
1)5 
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withjsomeiof the most renowned Gr^0)c9 
•*-— that of conceiving all grave diseour$e 
to be ominous. The Athenians banisheid 
even the word *sk^' from polite society, 
hecause they conceived sleep to be an 
ii^age of ^ deaths '* 

".But the Greeks had souls," said 
Gustavus, 

"They thought they had none, and 
tlie reality and the supposition render 
men equally absurd. But to return/' 
continued . M. ; " if either the preacher 
or his audience had souls, these conse* 
quences would follow. The soul is 
more important than the body— he would 
therefore speak more of it. The soul 
may perish — he would have shown its 
danger. The soul may be saved-^he 
would have adverted to the ;Saviour of 
it. — What can you say of such a people, 
Gustavus ?" . 

" I must say, I fear," replied. Gusta- 
vus, " .what the Spaniard said — they 
have no souls." 
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As, in the course of conversation, they 
had returned to the door of the church 
they bad quitted, accident threw the 
preacher in their way. G. expressed a 
strong desire to converse with the first 
of this raoe w;honi he had seen in canoni^ 
cals; and M. was equally desirous of 
gratifying it. They accordingly joined 
}iimf and soon found, that, as far as an 
acquaintance with a certain number of 
texts, - and with the exact manner in 
which the world .never fails to apply 
them, could prepare him for the defence 
of his opinions — he was prepared. 

After various observations of the 
preacher, M. said, " The principal object, 
then, of your discourses, is to restrain 
the ardour of religion, which, you say, 
is the besetting sin of your city ?'' 

" Undoubtedly, Sir. And are we not 
cautioned in the book you so loudly 
praise, against being * righteous ovcr^ 
muchf M. whispered, " This is the 
madness of a physician, who, with a pa- 
v6 
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tient chilled by an ague, should use alt the 
medicines whicli are prescribed for a 
^ever." He turned to the disputant. " I 
had been taught," said he, " to think that 
this expression inculcated the shunning 
an ostentatious display of piety, and the 
sacrifice of all idle ceremonies of reli* 
gion, to our real social duties. I wlH 
allow, however, that an intcrpretatioil 
which requires of every man bnly that 
precise quantity of pieti^ which is most 
agreeeble to him, is far moi-e dotiTe- 
timtr " ^^ 

"Why, yes. Sir; and such is thfe 
spirit of religion : for is it ndt said that 
* tharitif covereth a multititde of sinsf^ 

" You mean," said M. ' " that our 
laxity to others ensures the mercy of 
God to ourselves. But give me leave tb 
hint, that this interpretatioh also, may 
have some objections. What, for in- 
stance, is meant by charity ?" 

** Almsgiving^' — said the preacher. 
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** ft^e tvt^loy it almost exclusively ill 
that sense/ - ^ : ' 

*^ In the plural pronoun you have nse^, 
Sir, 3H)u do not^ I presume, include the 
apostlej^ and fathers of the church./ St 
Paulj on the contrary, says, * If I give 
^ all my goods ta feed the poor, and' have 
^fwt charity, it proiSteth me nothing/ 
He took the portrait of Charity warm 
from a divine original, and therefore 
made philanthropy one of her features; 
but at the same time his canvass glows 
with many others. He does not chain 
her to this world; but displays her 
touctiing Heaven while she stands upon 
Earth, and bowing down to practise 
among men that good will she has learned 
above. Study his portrait, and yon 
will say, that * Charity is love to man, 
* founded Upon love to God.* The 
Apostle never inmgined that we could 
<?om promise for our neglect of the Maker, 
by acts of mercy to the thing made ; or 
conceived, as Catholics hav^ pajraphnased 

4 
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tbe doctrine you deliver, thatwbenUhe 

* money jingled in the chest, the soul 
f aaceads to heaven.' , Charity, Sir,; as it 
sdems to me, knows nothing of * coyer* 

* ing'.or mitigatinjs^ the offences of man in 
tibe view of his God, though^, to her 
pwn sight, she ever softens thQ com- 
plexion of another's crime, by .the deep 
.colouring with wiiich she imbSu^ her 
own." ■■ .' . .; ' ') ■ t. 

The heart of Guata^vus burned within 
him as he heard him «peak. The hai- 
rangue, however, had scarcely reached 
.the preacher; for ha and the "deaf 
.adder" had a property in common, which 
rendered the head and heart equally im* 
pregnable. Some tones, indeed,- he 
caught, which differed from the honeyed 
accents with which some, of the fairer 
members of his congregation were accus- 
tomed to address him. At length. :be 
said,. "If, Sir, it be true, . as you seem 
to suspect, that I. take out of the scale 
of Piety,, it must, however, be jremarked^ 
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that I lo^A tiiat of Morals. Auito this 
kind of holy barter the present rtSate of 
the nation forces us. We lia^^,^ Sir, 
among us, men who preach the damn- 
able heresy of * faith mtkaut works/*' 
. " There is no heresy more atrocious,*^ 
said M. /^ if i you mean the dootrine that 
good works. are unnecessary to a true 
Christian ; and your accusation is pro- 
bably just as far as respects a very &wi 
It is possible iJso, that still more,, either 
through carelessness, or through eager- 
ness upon merely doctrinal points, have 
used a more doubtful language on this 
important subject than became them. — 
But, as to many against whom the charge 
is brought, I would asfc, how is this fact 
ascerta!ined ? Have you read their works, 
xxr heard thein sermons ?" 

' *" No ; nor would this,; perhaps, have 
convinced me;; for, by some ingenious 
contrivance, I ; understand that they 
manage to treat at large^ and to enforce, 
every moral virtue," 
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- f* Thtir lives Aea.atei p^iiftpa^ Worrt^ 
thaxi t&oseof otl^rs?" 
\ ^ Oa; the contrary, they might be 
Stoiw for thfeir austerity." 

'^'This is marvellous," said M. " bfe? 
cause habitual good conduct can flow 
only from good principdesu Td say af any 
CKie-^^ he believes that which must ibake 
* him a good man'— is at once jto define 1 
Christian, fie ware there&re liOw^ vfheA 
you thus see the pulse <£ ihbFals bea^ 
you declare religion to be dead in the 
heart, or how you suspect bim that 
denies himself, to have denied his God. 
—No, Sir — if these men live as you 
say, I am led to think they cannot 
preach the doctrine you iinpute to them. 
It is next to impossible that hien should 
preach less rigidly than they act, or, in 
other words; give others more liberty 
than they take themselves." 

" Bot if their lives^^ appear to jnsAiiy 
them, you will at least aU^w some 
weight to the number of theb ac«u«ers?" 
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*' Are they more mlmerous ihsax those 
who raised a Similar accusation against 
. the great fitther of the Reformaction? 
The Church of Rome loudly proclain^ 
Lutheran Antmomian; iso that the crime 
of preachipg the detestable iloctrine of 
' faith without works' w^ cjbargtd li^Km 
<Mi€v ^ho "^^ ^ ^^ ib'life as trdl as 
principle, by men whose doctrine watf 
i&ot more tice^tious than tfae^ practice. 
The clamour of which* you ispeak may* 
ehen originate ih ^ same catkseit^-in 
misconception^— b* in jealousy, But,'^ 
^tinued M. ^^ as'yoii 'load the 4M$ale^ of 
' Mo^^,' f(M^ :d^bttei8 insist upimn^ll^ 
t^e strktoeS^<^ f^mm ydu dissi^ribe?*' 

" By no means, good Sir. Ha^e /oi* 
»ever read, * M^ pke k ^*^jr f*' ' 

^ The dords of the scale,"* wliispwerf 
Gustavus, ** ate in tio datiger." 

" Bui surely, Sir,'* said M. '' the word* 
you quotedt may be refein*cj to thcf 
deliverance ftoxk thife irksome ceristnotiiev 
ef Judaism, and die freedom fronti guilfl 






Digitized by CjOOQIC 



66 

which Christ purchased for his gefturnc 
disciples by the sacrifice of himsetf." 
. " Downright Puritanism," said the 
preacher: " as we can have no real liberty 
till every man does as, he pleases; so 
religion must give us the same privileges,. 
or an • easy yoke' has no meaning." 
c ": Surely," said' G. " thii» doctiin^ isr 
true Antiiiomianism ;-r]khi8 really is to* 
preach the doctrine of * faith mthmt 
•works.'" > . 

" If aot," said M. '* it is topneacb 
something worse. . But tell me, Sir," he 
proceeded, "if faife is not* to be felt,, 
and works ar^ not to be pri^ctised, how, 
in the name of cosamoa sense, are we ta 
be saved?^ 

Instead of replying to this question^ 
this self'constituted guardian of religion, 
feeling a somewhat unusiial burden, like 
Atlas, in similar circumstances, resolved 
V> get rid, of it by thrusting it upon the 
♦hpulders of another, Putting, there- 
€9ne^, a card into M.'s) hand, " Hxxnoiui 
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me, Sir," he said, " with a visit, and I 
will introduce ycu to a man who has, 
more than I have, made these matters hia 
study,** With three strides the body 
vanished. 

*' Are there then ministers," said Gus-r 
tavus, '^ who have not made these mat- 
ters their study ?^' 

" Yes/' said M. " m a nation^ wbo^ 
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CHAP. V. 



Tiust had given no express orders ib&at 
the time of dinner^ but had confided 
their fates to the keeping of Custom^ the 
cmly goddess of &shionablie secii^ty. 

Gustavus was astonished, tifuti^ .at; a' 
perisd three hours after that assigned at 
St» Foy for this great purpose of our 
being, he could discover no herald even 
of its approach. As he had risen at his 
usual hour, and had forgotten the fact 
which M, had mentioned, that this new 
world did not quit their feathered graves 
till five hours later, he could not conceal 
his astonishment at this delay. 

" This people without souls/' said he, 
" appear, however, to have unusual 
powers of body/' 

"If that were true,*' said M. "it 
would not be singular : for camels live 
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"without water for mtpj cjayt; wolves 
fast for a weejc." 

They had finished their mieali when a 
servant entered the room, and said, " I 
have discovered a place of the kind you 
mentioned/' 

" It is^well," said M.; " we shall be 
read}' at the time."— He quitted the room. 
— " I intend conducting you this even 
ing, Gustavus, to a scene which you 
might expect to wound your feelinga— 
to a mad-house." 

** I am confident that you will not 
take me where I ought not to go." 

" You have heard me condemn those 
who hunt even in the straw of the ma- 
niac, the food of ap impertinent curio- 
sity—who darken the little crevice 
through which alone light ever enters 
his dmigeon, by robbing him of his 
only consolation, that of being unseen% 
But such is not my intention. It is a 
property of the madness which I desire 
to show you, that it is careless of spec* 
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tatore ; nay, that it even de«ires them, 
because it hopes, that, by gazing, others 
may* contract the same disease." 

" Such malice is singular/' 

*' You will see that, in fact, they 
have no malice, but that they only desire 
for you what constitutes their happiness/' 

" Charity could do no more— but what 
is madness ?" 

" Rather than define it, I will distin- 
guish it from idiotism, with which also 
some acquaintance may hereafter be use- 
ful to us. An idiot thinks or acts ufi- 
reasonably/ upon a reasonable idea: and, 
viceversd^z madman thinks or acts reason- 
ably upon an unreasonable idea*. An 
idiot, for instance, supposes himself, as 
he is, a man^ but acts like any other 
animal. A madman, on the contrary, 
supposes himself, which he is not, an 
emperor; but then he acts like an em- 
iperor." 

♦ Vide Locke's Essay on Human UBderstanding. 
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^ til A^frhat then are those mad whom 
we are to see this evening ?" 

*^ In this, that they suppose (which, 
xis men of O. is impossible) that tfi^y 
7i(we soulSy and then, according to the 
above definition of madness, act as 
though they had souls. An inhabitant 
^f O. who; thinking he had a Soul, should 
act as though he had none, would, you 
see, according to this rule, be neither 
pure madman, nor pure idiot, but would, 
in his own miserable person, comprehend 
the qualities of both.'* 

'^ Have these people any particular 
iiamer'* asked Gustavus. 

"The most common," replied M. *' is 
that of Enthusiasts/' 

" What is the meaning of Enthu- 
siasm?" 

" Its proper meaning is an excessive 
devotion of the mind to any particular 
employment or opinion. This afflicted 
|>eople (as naturally their range of ideas 
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is small) have cluHoed it to rdigioa 
alone." 

" But surely I have SQ^p the word in 
#ome works applied as a term of com- 
mendation?" 

" You have. — :According to tlje nomen- 
clature of the world without souls'^ en- 
thusiasm in science is gepius ; in vice, it 
is spirit; in religion, it is madness." 
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CHAP. VI. 

Thet quitted t3i6ir hotel at the appointfed 
bouf. G.' walked, the street- whh eyisa 
dajarled by the flitting by of- the bii^s oF 
diS8i^a«idiii ttet wire nowin flecks-lipdh' 
the wing. Th© Camiages were iributne«»' 
raM*. •^^'Hiese-^eople of course,^ iahi Ke, 
'<&««{♦' n0.fcoii9»«»H*wi«»«/^, iyi^theifeeattis 
employment of "''.^kt*^ ' f*(p<jri''Jfiis''attjr' 
wtwld fee'iAipdSltei&«- J.'i ' '■■■' ■' 1 " 
>■»'' Ydit do theiift in;jtfSti<».i i Tl% Ift^* 
this- hWfldi.iof' the dwwsasiidihdltjj ^ith' 
some limitation; ewsi^ ^fetef3»QSHo'W4a' 
a-knid>«f' r^ipofisiiiiuj b(«ksctt«y hdrses, 
oteiroeftflfiabd vWaAta^-iflift^fS^ J^18lij' 
puWacaAs, -jahd'. prkft#ij«lift4^*stHaffifttt 
wiat9iy£ ^tej>-aredu|]pFb€i4^sv9hd^^l^ 
cious :whettit!bey«.h}«i& iCcM^ml tO'^KhfeS. 
their clamours ; like Esau, they will al- 
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most barter heaven for a mess of pot- 
tage." 

** But have they no veneration for the 
sabbath?" 

" Yes, out of respect to it they even 
change the nature of their amusements. 
The females' select a chtlrch whem^all 
genteel Cbriatians reiorf^ where the jMh 
siq IS; go0il, aad U)e preacheir ; Mftti^ 
mental , The raales^ for the moM patt, 
eitlier travel or write letters^*' 
^ "Pidy.oanotteltttie,"«aWGustavlMfe 
*' that the ipa^ you Abawie4 m»:m»ixi 
no^qh requf^t^m Skundaysf* 

'' Yes/' said M.~'' tbff^ t)be feMes 
\iwt u^ pram^i«ck» 4 voitiire/ The 
ifial^ iSf^t a»aid||wiiiag rQw,itt)4 ^falit' 
'iiift^]rtK)]»esMi4toiiiWievaU'' .; i . 

" Sol am,'' »aid Gifttwut, /* wdmtil,: 
whqwjfft would pMbaUy challMge. to 
tl^epselvasiitheltiitleef amiable, 4a tftdir; 
utmoft^ by for^ligcihofies and flier vaate 
iipoot iunqecesaary employ suientsy to de^ 
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ftaud two l)ea$ts of their lawful rest, ted 
shut out two 60uk from heaven/' 

/'True," said M. '* At the hour of 
diuner/^ he continued, " by a social li- 
cense, iiot indeed strtctFy Protestanty the 
Sunday seems to finish, and they as- 
s^ml^Ie in large conventions to discuss 
and to supply the wants of body'' 

" But did you ndt say that the places 
of public amusement are shut ?** 

" I did ; but this depends not upon 
jndividtialsv but tipon the legislature; and 
you will haire endless occasion to remark, 
that in no country is fashion so tho- 
roti^ly at war with- law.'' 

'' Bfut hbw'db^bu know that it is the 
laws alone, and not the purity of the 
people, which thus loek the doors of 
public ptaces?^ 

" Betaiis^, familshed in public, iSkty 
itidrease die private meal ; the rodf^aiid 
the concert, for one nighty do ^ie duty 
of the playhouse and the^opefa,' and pa- 
trols the town for the security of the §«• 
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neral dissipatioQ. But here observe they 
cunning peculiar to this ^cies.: tliese 
meetings, as though iifunes could conse- 
crate things, are often sanctified with the 
title of * Concerts of sacred Music'" 

" And are what?" 

" Concerts of music composed hyper-, 
sons who had little religiopi wd^mns 
often by those who have : less : fre- 
quently without wordsj and if the words v, 
be good, they lose their chai;acter by tl>e , 
foreign lisp with which ithey, are. tor-; 
tured. Even this would not go down> i£ 
now and then an Italian sonnet did ii{4 
break the dulness of the word of God. ^ 
With this leaven the lump is palatable." 

" I am confounded," 

" You can conceive in. the mean time, 
how, in the glare of this Italian sun^ the 
modest plant of devotion must flourish ; 
how mi^ch this^ festive harmony resembles 
those sighs over which the angels in 
heaven are ^^^aid to rejoice ; and how cor^ 
recttm image this assembly famishes of 
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thdt which, formed df the spirits of the 
just made perfect, shall to' harps of 
gold shout the glories of a crucified Re- 
deemer.'* 

" They have souUy' said Gustavus^ 
" who shall be thus employed. But do 
these people offer no vindication for 
themselves?" 

^* Yes ; and because some of them, as 
we have seen, dabble in Holy Writ, they 
pretend to find th^ir vindication there^ 
It rests upon two phrases: ^ Old things 

* have passed army :'—-* What was binding 

* upon the Jews^ is not upon us/ As 
though Heaven bad not destroyed merely 
the cet^emonial law, but the moral also, 
and were able to make that false to-day 
which was true yesterday. Truth, it 
should be remembered, is immutable; 
and the morals of this moment will bj 
the morals of eternity. If this argument 
fail, they have a scriptural * corps de 

* reserve ;' ' the sabbath was made for many 

* and not man for the sabbath' As if, be- 

E 3 
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;cau8e the Cjbristiaii aabbatb gave a ma^ 
liberty to be uaeful^ it also allowed bim 
to be vicious or i^le.** 

'* There is a reading of this pa339g^/' 
said G. " which Monboddo's system 
would justify, and which would a,t once 
set this people at ease—^ The sabbath was 
' made for monkks' " 
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T^^ i)pt,Mr; approached thp place of ^^ir 
destiftatioo, and Gu&tayiis fcM^pd it with 
all the e^teriqr of a cbuich. Aii4 ^uch> 
i.]^ fj^Qt, it wa^ ; for ^. had fe^ed t^jeefr 
ftct of showiflg Gus^yus, ;even in p. 
fijfily those preachers or places of worship 
}f^f3i;e .the..o£^es of religion were pqgli- 
gently di^i^lf^^g^ Iiewho.sf^s;rel^gjo9 

^gf/>^.Jt:.fo>*l»ejr3^ of i^^fssocji^le^ 
Aft4^i^:^^<'^«li»?r.'"ia*'4 ^hat Jj^^gqliivffpjjp 
^f p. ;?uiyjl|ed {many^iQlergy, ,^l^o^.wou^4 

^^,P5fsent/j.cfi^ifti9,rtOj^nti|o4itice,bipil9 
Bla«,^h«9l?ft4.o'^fWbrtWSBO??^tO/?»w^ 

E 4 
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the pretended scheme of visiting a mad- 
house. 

" You are to keep in memory, then," 
said he, as . they .9een4ed the steps^ 
'^ that the madman may be perfectly con- 
sistent with himself— may be like t^ 
perifect actor of an assumed cHaracteK 
If the mind once adhdt the delusion tlixi 
he is what he appears to he, lie ma^ dD 
toothing to undeceive it. Oply assiiln^] 
tlierefore, that the preacher aild pebpk 
We ate about to see have souls, andyotl 
will perhaps discover nothirig' in theiii 
unsuitttl id their cirtumstances';^ ^ 

*^ Inibl preaiiW 6pened the ietvtce hf 
dcVoutlf te^din^ the riobW Utuxgy^y td 
ulrhich^Giiisiivnslmd befttfe^Rsteried ti^itfe 
ki-ltfudf-'^atiiftfettoii: It^had 'seVciil 
properties' riemarkabiy ciileulated''td- at* 
ti^ot'ttie yddng^iti efe^aetK^, iti Ijen^ 
y6lAttC& -arid' its' dhferfirhitks. li-ivrii 

tHii^f^zik^ aSb^thiiztaj aJidieSsing u 
^te. <4lts^uvtti h^d it vthh deep 
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attention; but was almost breathless with 
impatience when the preacher^ who had 
so strongly interested him in merely of- 
fering up the words of others, ascended 
the pulpit to speak to the people in his 
own. His countenance was very striking. 
Time had, as it were, gently laid his hand 
upon him ; so that the wrinkles on his 
brow appeared to besimpl}^ those of age; 
— *-of age, that is, almost unmixed with 
those of sorrow or care. They were like 
the furrows of the winter field*— the meek 
and honourable ornaments of a head sil« 
vered with the frost or seventy years: 
His eye might be said to bear a sort of 
testimony to the truth of the revelation 
on which it rested, indicating, by its still 
vivid glance, bow independent the soul 
is of the hody.-^There was something 
in tte general scene 'which reminded 
Gustavus of the scriptural picture of 
the dying patriarch blessing his children.^ 
The words from which he preachedAvere 
ttaesc: ** Finally, my brethren, iarewell; 
E 6 
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pe perftct, be of good comfort, be of one 
mind; live in peace, and the God of 
love and peace shall be with you." And 
it soon appeared that this veteran soldier 
of the, cross, feeling the infirmities of 
age, bad determined to retire froni Uie 
public post he occupied, and that he was 
pow addressing his people for the last 
jtime. Such circumstances were evidently 
very ^vourable to the developement of 
ibiis ^ntimeiits and feelings. I do not 
attempt, however, to give more than a 
very brief sketch of eiliier in this his- 
tory. 

He t^egan by telling them that thf 
words which he had read 9ontained a 
wish for the welfare of the people to 
whom they were addressed — some ad- 
vice to assist them in securing this wel- 
fare — and a promise to those who should 
follow that advice. After which he thus 
proceeded : 

" The * wish for their welfare [ is ex- 
pressed in that single word ^JitrcvfeU ; 
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you havei' as't trust, laid the foundalt^n 
of your, hopes in the great' ptincfples of 
religion— in a deep convicticm of ybur 
own. guilt— of the necessity of a Bfe- 
deemer to atone' for that guilt— and of 
the Spirit of God to i-aise our nature 
from lis ruiped state : yoii regard the 
world as the valley seen in the vision of 
the Prophet— scattered and defiled ^ with 
1)01]^^ tibe.^€»btem8 of devastation and 
ideatli : und day.and night you call upon 
God to )>reathe over this scene of ruin, 
and bid ^ these dead bones Kve.' Go on, 
Aen, I woiil^ beseech you, to erect upon 
the basis of sound principles the super- 
structure of a he^^venly temper and prac^ 
iice : ' perfect * what is thus begun : fill 
up the outline of the Christian character^ 
Add to religion, ntorality— to the love of 
Christ, the love of man — to* all that ho- 
nours God, i^ itiift sweetens life, that 
lights the aching eye, and cheers the 
broken heart. You wiH find m?^y wl>o 
are ignorant or Wf etched, lyipg prostrate 
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ip^^5,^,srth; Q t^e.care that you *pas& 
'<m^-^. 9?J¥ .o.^hej side.^, N^ excu^^ 

"mH IS #?'':'''u.%'^>iSS,. crown 

U^pqe: , e^(|e^.vour. that in ypui-s lio 
sipgle- ge^i ^ ^hall be w^ntin^, that, all 
s^ll tj^.thfire :whi<?h a^p.r^ed ^h«9 prf^^c^ 

Christ hims.elf. . . ■-• . v .- 
,. ** St Paul next bids them { be of good 

* potior t\ Tlijerearpp^^r^onsjvho. 1 knoWj^ 
wiU tj^l you that .religion is put ajio- 
t^er pfme foi; ipelai^phol^.j .The A^ostl^^ 
however, describes it as a souice of 'com^ 

* forjt*;, -^od the adaress^whi^h wa3 tli^ 
usual h.erj^^d oC our Lord's sfpproach, 
was, • Pe^ce be with ypijL.' /^ud O, my 
frien^^ take it, if ijpt^upon farhjgher 
authority, yet upon fhe authority of onc^ 
Yhqm you have s^o kiudW trusted for 
fifty ypars — of one yi^l^o^ at least, npver 
meant to deceive you^ of one who, stand- 
ing on. the verge of Jieaven or |iell^ is 
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^ot likply, citb^ %o dppjeiyf 9r to fee,^* 
ceiye4| fhat ajife.ojf fdigioa i$ a life fff 
peace j^4 jcjy. Jf , J have not, |^qd qm^ 

good. B^t^f^veIl :I^-r*thazik pod^ ^t»% l^api 
rescued me from, aocnp of t]^.:V]<;es^p|' 
the profligate and tl^ worldly-^hfli^^ fi^t 
l^ow happy; t^pse jp^^t fee wlji^e 9WVi 
band ^oes i^ot dash a^ay t;l>e,pupi)yl;»iiQ]| 
the mercy of pod presents. t][|tem; l^v^ 
I, ,^t the base of the pumntaini Ji^Kfl 
caught a ray of tl^at heam of joy wlM^'b 
shed^.j^rp^tu^l &\inshipe on j|:s jtpp^ The 
good n^^ ti[)^£fachQly ! Wh^t^ q^ ie be 
melancholy whose, happinei^s i;»;l}p^ndup. 
with that of ^od himself; whO| .whpi; b^. 
lays his heafl op. his pillow, fe^ls thf^t if 
he dies in his heid; he i^aU rise to glory ; 
who ^ kno^ws t))a^ b^ Redee^ier ,l)^^tb^', 
and that he^ s\iaU ^il^afl h^n by living! 
* fountaini» of wpt^r, ;a^ wijpie aw^y all 
[ tears from bis eyiBS r' Can he be melan* 
choly, wbp9 when the * sun shall be red 
' as bloody t^. stars fall ^qfijbfave99 and 
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* the stoutest hearts fail for fear/ has the 
commaBd of God to lift up his head 
with joy, because his redemption draS?eth 
nigh— who sees by the eye of farthj iri 
liie air^ in the seas, amidst the tumult of 
war or the fires of persecution, the sign of 
the Son of man— the cross of Christ- 
die throne of his Master^s triumphs and 
bis own-r— who hears,H*as he bears on' his 
neck the iron yoke of self-deiiial and 
humility, a voifce which says, ^To-day 

* shalt thou be with me in Paradise?' 

'^^ After this the Apostle proceeds to 
point out a chief source of the * comfort* 
of which he has spoken-^' be of one mind.^ 
And I feel it right to say, that no virtue 
is more neglected, no pearl more trod- 
den under foot, than the spirit here re- 
commended. It seems too' generally to 
be taken for granted, that men msst 
of necessity widely differ.— But why ? 
Has truth a multitude of faces, amongst 
which every man is at liberty to 
cfadbse which be will? Have we not 
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(he teftie God — the '«ain* G^ospel— *the 
same mttute— the Same Spirit to tisach, 
and the saihe'SaViour to' dfe foriis?^--Cail 
the ^ Ood' who • w loVe' delight in dia^ 
c6rd? Is iidt tiie gerierai $Mture of nih* 
ture harmony ? and shall man^ the lord 
of hatnre, be destitute of it? ShiEdl all the 
karps of heaven be^ as it were, pio ved by 
Ode l^atlv totiched by one hatfd, atid 
emjjloyed in ctae song^^^md ishattvo eehd 
of the lie^etedy chords b^ heard below ?~< 
^ :Be of me nund/ t^y friends* Desii^ 
Hi&ibn, even though you. cannot obtain 
It; I Supply your Kdk to iHoA gdldia 
eluAi^" tboigh dthecr fdfViM thebs.*^ 
I^knW ^t^t union 'Cannot be forcec^ 
that yon cannot compel each man' to 
bring his sttoiife 1:6 erect tihe temple of 
ioiieoFd and oterity. But endeavour to 
^ the.basis^ift hu9>2li^>ltn4 prafer-Mtf 
AiiiijM^ which tiBAy oorreet yoUi^ owu^ 
^gMMt$ md^p-i^y whidi fpay se« 
eure tke <liftci«W>ef God^^^and; ^widilGKit 
libe ^9^tA ^ ^«he\bamiHer 6$ Ww, ^ 
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•rfific^ Ml asif^ pev^ -to ,fallj becatmc 
pti. itp walil^.i^ iji8C|ib^.thf^ < c^acfl^' 

like 1^ mii^ itrf Q^ hinawJf^iU.iw^ 
.,i1',Thfi.l«i«t siAvioejftfr t^4po%^W;i% f» 

UytmH Itnajr liiyfi . in pea^t TJ»«y yarft'lp* 
deed: ip^odigsl ,«i)ilcVif)* .but 9^U ^t^ 
wflitb^ ciMibdmn otfiOoiik /;iV^i^ds nal 
£m-.)>iiOm.Io •iMrtdvpr7iHir)hf>af|(jgrpin,tlMtfe 
vihifhMA wfelfoinfi jtputbfi. 8i»« «€ #14 

telf.„wfti')fc8Hgb(i. of }i«^(fin» .SUoitwft 
iiriikh.j»(Mm:idxye»fiMf, (t»t{woi}^fMuihA 

'-Oift fits fifi k>»tBiii\puac 9Miaii^ma^ 
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gjvi^n jfc6^(l<)d-:t' the Qod, pf ,lpv? .^ 
• ;p«acer , AU love :^i^d /pe%q^ nl^Uj^- 
fi^DDd/^om ^<8ftye,n. ^jfQp^d Wk jgijr 
vork— ;h!^ra)9^ Js -His : oars ai» 1;be 
j^aithqH^He, ju^ tbevWu;Kl ,Ui»t r€;ii/^s,J(b(B 
inountfui»«-ntlis is, tlie api?'lA''^U JWf^* 
And, th|s -pod, ]^ 8»y«, ^1 'j^ h^^ 
*$t<nC'^^t% jfou, not as he;^pjynfd^9i 
j^l^ipd ,tl^ qlpiid of yengf^)f)e(.9n. >Ae 
impious hosts of Egyptfr^lioi^ 9|S:^ 9^!^ 
ainidii,t jt^c^jtl^vm^^rsof. ,M(^Bl^i;if«Mr^ttt 
9S, with jpil^ig^fd i^pJ^p4QBr M ;4fl- 
flffi(4(9^.iiiiatl»e>ilfmfik4)f )»W<^(Mffl Imi^ 
^ Pl4te.pefq)^r«^ll» fnd .i^fiel^pdb ^ 
I^Hn^it^ .pf U««iv^n,-PTMy. IjwMiMWi, J 
]HV9F.of 90)pfr<^ps$ai»4es:op,^hii^ tbif 
assurance ^.the prfsepiM of Godv4fWf 
i^^ s)^d a riqr of h(^ ai^ joy. ^is 
i;|air .the m^ssiciQitKy sees, an he roflnis^jayy 
the oqeao, or cjtoibs the dark-HMw^tai* 
of i^platryr^s. fhiqees pu tl^ p«lb 
and dn«s op th« t^ of t|ie true immHH^ 
'•this oheers ibt eye of the Mti^.mtfi 
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in that awfiil hour when the li^t of 
day )s ceasing to visit his eyes for ever. 
And if I may Venture to apply the sub- 
ject to ourselv*, this may well comfort 
us under our present circumstances. The 
feeble voice which has hitherto so imper- 
fectly taught you, shall soon be silent in 
the dilist. But what if it is? I hear a 
voice from heaven, saying, ^ Jam with 

• you' to the end'—* I w^ll ndver leave you 
^ ©dr ftrsake yon/ **/ 

' SomiBthing more^ the old man said«->» 
but too Indisthictly to be he^td. He 
shed ilso a^w'teara^-'^elasfr probably 
he ever shed. Mis congregation felt M 
4h^ value; and" I doubt not they are 
preserved by Hiita who counts and trea* 
sures up the tears of die good. 

• (jrustavus Was much afiected by the 
ft6Ae, and instantly asked of M. whe^ 
filer, ^amongst a people vvho had souh^ 
(todh characters as this preacher and his 
ftllowl3rs might hot' be expected to 
^ibMud?' 
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" They might,'' said M. ; '' for they 
would know they had souls, which the 
madman of G. only supposes.** 

" WTiat, thed^kfe, it'madtaess in them, 
would be religion in me, who have a 
soul?" 

'*^' Assuredly/* 
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CHAP. VIIL 

^' You will allow,** said M^ edging away 
from some conversation which Imd em« 
ployed them after breakfast, ** that we 
form most of our opinions of others 
from what we know of ourselves." 

" I believe so/' 

" You will admit, for instance, that 
scarcely any argument would convince 
an African, who had done nothing but 
pant and Sj[:orch among his ebony com<» 
patriots u^der the suns of the line, diat 
tliere was a man as fair as you are/' i^ 

"That is true." v 

" To carry this farther — If a person 
were to meet T^ou, and to say, * Be as- 
f sured, Sir, your pulse is at a hundred 
^ and twenty — ^your skin is parched-^ 
* your tongue bleached-^your drought is 
^ insatiable~-and not only yours, but 
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* such is the state of manyr~such iar^that 

* of ' the natJon— +be t)lobde(i all, or you 

* perish 'i-i-what should y«i coindude?'*' 

^ That he had a fev^or hiin$6lf, atftl 
therefore gave me credit for being rtf the' 
same ioodi^tion^" ' 

^^ If then I covild show" you som^ of the 
meir of O. afiirnii&g ptibUcly that otfaef* 
min have no Simla' who as^lireldty have^— ' 
argok^ abdiit them, afid ttealing thteili^ 
as though they had tioiie^ what would be' 
ytmt pondhttion ?'* 

"That what our Spshiard imputes to' 
the Americans t wai true of these^ men- 
of O." 

It was about two when M., m oonse** 
^pmceof this ^ofiv^rsatibk, cart4ed%ii 
jfQia^ cotupankm to thd hotfsg wh<^^ilUs * 
Yeptes€ntiitiv6 'ieiiatt of O. is aMc^bfed. 

'' A senate of this kind/' said M. as 
they walked^ "^ isanaftMMblage of a fbvr 
inen who kr^ MppMed to fepfesi^to^ the 
intenwa df'tht eommimityJ'' 
3 
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'^ Apparently then/' said Oustavns, 
'^ lijce the x and y of Algebra, not 
al^rays' great in themsdves, Init some- 
times Te^>ect3able from their unknown 
signification.'' 

" These of course," continued M. 
'' among a people endowed with souls, 
will be^cai^fully selected. In O. man is 
but a body ; and therefore as Fcederick^ 
falsely calkd the Great, said of war—* 
' La guerre est dans , les wrdrefiQe^ 
^ soldats' — Members sdmetimes grope 
tljfir way to th(B h»rts thraugUthe appe- 
tite^ of their cQnsrtituentsrf-^Merit, m- 
cordingly, often means strong beef in 
the ^9pifipclature of O." • :. J 

^Xt n/t^a^ soma tkne before i^ur t}av)dUbcs|» 
cqi^d^i^nkriy^Xfofi the^jcrowd) to sqijwcaey 
e^ ;^ ^r wrthip a itoar^/jwhic^rf^iisn* 
pJaycfJ tp their Qtciifted eyes>itiie sAate 
o^ Pj. /' Cofl^dj^ring thef ahre nothing i 
b^t^ Vfi^ff tbewsQives," said G. " tlw(ru 
might have a littte iMiCft lespiJct jfefjtmts:" . 
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f ^ You will find/' answered M. " here- 
after, that they have none for th^ir own.'^ 

The debate had begm^ and a speaker 
was at that moment upon his legs. M^ 
had purposely conc^kd the subject of 
discussion from Gustavus, as he was un* 
willing that any part of the impression 
it was calculated to communicate should 
be wasted. G/s first employment, there- 
fore, was to discover the object of the 
speaker. Amongst the earliest words' 
which caught his ears were these : 
" What grounds of complaint are there, 
when twenty inches are allowed for the 
stowage of each ?"-— ^* This must mean 
bales of goods," said G, The crovird 
was so great, and indignation or applause 
rendered the assembly so clamorous, fiiat 
an interval elapsed befo ^^ another sen- 
tence reached hira. 

At length said the orator, ** They are 
driven to a fair market, and sell accord- 
ing to the condition in which they are.'* 
■?-*VThey must be live ato«k/' thought 
r 
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6m hero. Agaia he listened : " The 
colour of dieir skin, the flatness of the 
foiehead, the smollness of the under 
jaw, their malignity, and their dulness, 
Create considerable jdoubts as to the spe- 
cies in which tbey should be classed." 

*^ They are monstirs^'' said G. 

There was another motnent in which 
nothing found its way to our auditors. 
Truth, however, has l4ings of iron, and 
the concluding sentence of the harangue 
echoed along the remotest walls. •" The 
days of chivalry — let us be thankful- 
are gone, and those of sound wisdonr 
have succeeded. Expediency has assert- 
ed her rights, and^ taught us, that what 
is profitable alone is right. Let not 
then a canting philanthropy go Quix- 
oting for adventures upon the fields of 
Humanity. If you tell us that cruelties 
are exercised upon the parents, we give 
this suflScient answer— iwym^ u chmper 
than breeding.^^ 

" It is no monster,** thought G. " of 
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0Ur hemisphere, for men would not 4are 
to justify sijich treatment of them , by 
•uch reasQning. Tell^ nfijf," said he, 
br(^thless with impatience, ^' is this man 
(from his technical language) a butcher, 
or a representative of butchers ?" 

" They are excluded," answered M. 

" from the juries of O. — ^Would they, 

think you, be admitted into her senate?" 

"Who is he then?" 

"A friend, or a representative, of 

slave-dealers.'' 

" Of what monster does he speak P*^ 
" Of men— of men who by birth arc 
Africans, and whom fi^quently the most 
complicated villainy makes slaves." 

" Let me escape," said G. ; " I am youir 
cmivert." 

" But stay," said M. ; ^' this trafficker 
in blood will surely find an opponent.** 
One was found upon an opposite seat. 
His eye testified that he had taken within 
him the sacred resolution of not aban- 
doning the cause till the arm slipuld 
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wither which had s6 often attested its 
truth. It isaid, and it had borrowed the 
expressions at the lips of Him wh5se 
vicegerent in this cause he is, "I will 
nevei^ leave thee, nor forsake thee/* 

" I ever meet you,** he said, " upon 
occasions such as these with the most 
touching sorrow; for I blush that these 
walls sh6uld echo to such a contest as 
this. But my indignation gets the better 
of my grief. If I were to be silent, the 
stones would cry out. 

" This night's discussion calls me and 
my friends to a combat, where, I cannot 
but think, we have been continually 
victors. We wished originally to have 
contended with you upon the vantage- 
ground of religion, which forbids man 
to enslave the creatures whom God has 
made free. You taught us that religion 
was to be interpreted by the maxims 
of worldly policy. — We next took thp 
field ofjusiice^ and dared you to sho^ 
by what rights yOu punished thcrse who 
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liad never offended. You convinced us, 
that the justice of a trading community 
is -too often as remote from benevolence 
as it is from dishonesty— that it is mea- 
sured by convenience, and guarded 
by the hangman. ' We might have 
touched the string of humanity ^ and have 
called up t^ spirits of a million mangled 
wretches to swell the tone of our com- 
plaint ;~but we felt that those feelings 
which resisted the plain statement of 
our facts, would not bleed if men should 
have arisen from the dead to attest their 
^uffiprings. We have at length hunted 
you^ tQ the entangled and dishonour- 
able groimd of polict/j and have heard 
how men could reason, who made this 
principle the oorner-stpne of their system^ 
the^t virtue is npt always virtue— that 
Zf^hat i$ morally wron^ can be politically 
right 

. " If we are intended to be taught by 

thi$ doctrinei that; in states, dishonesty 

is fh^ best policy , we would answer, that 

f3 
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such a sentiment is founded only upofi a 
narrow and beggarly view of the conse- 
quences of human actions. It is an 
universal law, that * like begets /fAe/ and 
consequently, evil must produce eviK 
If, therefore, dishonesty may be profit- 
able for a moment, still it must, on the 
whole, be pernicious. The life of indi- 
viduals is indeed so short, that it is some- 
times left to eternity to correct the errors 
of time, and men are there punished for 
crimes perpetrated here. But the life of 
states is long enough for crimes to pro- 
duce their full fruits, and the political 
sins of one century are therefore gene- 
jally visited upon the people of succeed- 
ing centuries. Besides, I woUld have 
such reasoners consider, that though dis- 
honesty may seem to strengthen thii 
hands of a nation, by putting for thd 
moment a new weapon into them, yet 
other nations will soon feel themselves 
privileged to use the same weapon; ahd 
we shall get nothing but villainy wlieh 
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our competitors are equally villainy. 
And still further — though a bad prin- 
ciple, applied by legislators to a parti- 
cular end, may seem to profit us, yet it 
is impossible to calculate the evil conse- 
quences which may eventually spring 
from the national recognition of such a 
principle. Apply this to slavery. , They 
who have acquired a kind of familiarity 
with slavery are dangerous to freemen. 
In whatever degree they influence the 
legislative policy of their country, in 
that degree their influence is mischievous ; 
and since the effects of crimes can never 
be definitely foreseen, we know not but 
that thoi^e who have touched the awful 
bulwarks of Liberty, may at length as- 
sault her inmost citadel. But if those 
who maintain * that what i^ morally 
• wrong may be political|ly right/ meaji 
to teach us, that a nation is under no ne- 
cesdty of employing the same moral law 
as individuals^ I would then ask of 
them— What pumber constitutes a na- 
F 4 
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tion; whether the interposition of a 
mountain or a stream can change the 
eternal rule of truth; whether nations 
are not made up of men, and therefore 
their duties are not the duties of the 
individuals who compose them? It i* 
found in statics that systems of bodieis 
affect each other, as if they were re-^ 
spectively collected at their centres of 
gravity. It is equally true, that the 
mutual relations of states should be rege- 
lated by the same maxims which influ- 
ence the mutual relations of .individuals^ 
and that every system of public duty 
should be founded upon the basis of 
private morality. ' Justice is meant, in- 
deed, to begin and to centre at home,' 
but she must gnasp in her circumference 
every point in the universe. Men are to 
Vield the sword for their own nation, but 
they are to catry the scales for every 
other; and, in all questions of morality, 
to give to every man the right hand of 
brotherhood, as fellow-subjects of that 
God who is the monarch of the world. 
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■ " Instead of returning liypothesis fbr 
hypothesis, we have argued from the 
most stubborn and incontrovertible 
facts *. You might have learned fpom us 
that the capital employed by this trade is 
comparatively small f — thart in general it 
is luiprofitably employed— rthat many 
channels are yet neglected where the 
returns would be, at least, as certaiii^ 
as rapid, and as abundant $. You might 
have learned that, at the most, it em- 
ploys a trilling part of your navy — ^that 
no ship ploughs the African wave with- 
out purpling her keel with the blood of 
multitudea of her seamen^§. You have 
been taught also, that a fresh importation 
fs unnecessary to maintain the stock of 
liheir plantations. Nature would do the 
work of this terrible commerce if you 
would not thwart her operations ||. 

" You might learn besides, that when 

* jSee Note A, at the end of tbe volume, 
t See Note B. t See Note C. 

f See Note D. |1 See Note E. 
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you enslave the bodies, you enslave also 
a^Il that is excellent iu the nature of men. 
You destroy their power and their will 
to labour. Give them the hands of 
freemen, and they shall teach you what 
freemen can do. They will find heads 
to conceive, and hands to execute, the 
double of what is now wrung from them 
by an angry despotism and screwing 
avarice. 

'^ It is a provoking circumstance, that, 
far from yielding to our opinions, our 
adversaries refuse to understand them. 
Many political lessons are read us upon 
the madness of taking tlie yoke from 
those who only value liberty as a means 
of licentiousness ; and who, if they are 
free, will be barbarously fr^. But we 
do not need such instructions. Whilst 
we insist that the abolition of the traffic 
should we complete and immediate, we 
ask only for the gradual and measured 
emancipation of those who are already 
slaves. There is an infinite difference 
between choking your prisons with no 
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more captives, and rashly liberating 
all who had been confined there. Your 
prior conduct, indeed, best instructs us 
why we must not be as generous as we 
could be. It is one consequence of vice 
to make virtue difficult; and our cruel- 
ties have so degraded these poor crea- 
tures, that they would probably lift the 
hands we freed, against themselves and 
us. Instant emancipation would resemble 
the barbarous mercy of dragging those to 
the light whose organs of sight Avere 
previously weakened by the damps of a 
dungeon. You must now, therefore, 
deal out in successive drops the blessings 
of freedom, when you might have open- 
ed the floodgates of mercy upon half the 
world. But whilst we plead only for 
gradual emancipation, and ask you but 
by degrees to file away the chains from 
their bodies, we call upon you, without 
a moment's delay, to force away those 
which shackle their minds. It is know- 
ledge and religion, which, when gene- 
F 6 
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rally diffused, constitute that pre-extet- 
ent soul of liberty that will render prac* 
tically free any form of government it 
, mjiy animate. These temper liberty 
where it is, and create it where it is not. 
" Such are the facts and opinions we 
have stated. What is their effect? You 
have not confuted our arguments— you 
could not controvert our facts, but, with 
a stubborn hostility, you have gathered 
up and Ijmnched again the darts which 
the shield of humanity had repelled.— 
Once more then we call upon you jto 
desist from what I cannot but name this 
legalized butchery. We once more be- 
seech you to gladden the eye of Heaven, 
by displaying to it in this island, one 
spot at least in its creation, where this 
detestable traffic is without a patron.-— 
This is the last appeal we may be allowed 
to make, or you to regard. The cause 
of ttv.s miserable people has been, long 
enough, matter of cold speculation, or 
cruel contempt ; even now clouds have 
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gathered, in the western hemisphere 
which threaten to hurst over us in 
showers of blood. Every day seems 
big with the most awftil prophecies, that, 
if men any longer refuse to liberate 
Africa, God at length will make her 
free/' 

There was that in Gustavus which vU 
brated to every word that he uttered 
** Such a man,** sai^ he, " almost redeems 
his counti-ymeri from censure. — Who Ts 
he ?' asked he. 

*f An ^Enthtmasty" answered M. ; ** one 
of our madmen'— a man, as they of O. 
jdefine it, who may, indeed, love God, 
but certainly hates his fellow-creature.'* 

*' O for an atmosphere," said G. 
" which would make ^uch madness * epi- 
^demicr" ' 

*^ Such an atmosphere,*" answered M. 
" is the very breath of Heaven." 

" The people of O, then possibly 
could not live in it?" 

^* Not as they cto live" said M» 
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CHAP. IX. 

** Xhe verses/' said G. '* which you re*- 
peated to me on your journey, were not 
your own?" 

" I told you,* answered M. " that you 
would never know their author. Lov^ 
however, of every kind, and sorrow of 
some kinds, dispose the mind to versify; 
and the last made me a poet for the first, 
and, with one exception, the only time 
i^ my life.** 

G. was silent, for there was ian ex- 
pression in the countenance of M. which 
showed him that he was endeavouring to 
cast his cares upon the same bosom 
where his child was laid. 

" There, take the verses, my Gus- 
tavus,'* continued M. " This you may 
believe, that I have not adorned my child 
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with qualities which did not belong to 
him : — there was in him a seed of piety 
which promised every thing. One day I 
saw him a wholesome plant-*-his root 
spread around him, and the dew lay upon 
his branches — I passed by, but his place 
knew him no more. Take the verses; 
and if they show you that I am no poet> 
they will, at least, convince you, that He 
M'ho took my child, had mercifully taught 
me how to lose him. 

< Yes— thou iEUt fled, and saints a welcome sing ; 
\ Thine infant spirit soars on angel wing : 

* Our dark affection mi^t have hop'd thy stay, 

< The voice of God has called his child away ; — 

* Like Samuel early in the temple found, 

* Sweet rose of Sharon, plant o£ holy ground, 

,* O ! more than Samuel bless'd, to thee H is given 

* The God he scrv'd on earth, to serve in heaven.'* 

Gustavus had read these lines, and was 
musing upon them, whilst M. sat plunged 
in thought. At length said M. " I know 
no fitter opportunity than thisof makiug 
you acquainted with those circumstances 
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of my life wliich drove tnc to St Foy. 
It has long been my wish ; and accident, 
in the conversation we have had, has fur- 
nished a kind of preface which makes 
my task sit lighter on me. I must not, 
however, dwell upon the minuter parts 
of my story ;— not that my memory 
would fail me, for evely moment as it 
went has stamped some image of itself 
upon my heart. But I willingly forget 
them, or I should relate things which 
would wound us both, without improving 
cither. — I tell you this story, among 
other reasons for this, that I am wiHiag 
to justify to you my retreat from the 
active duties of life to the rocks of Swit- 
zerland.*" 

" It was a retreat,** answered Gustavue, 
" to which I owe so much, that I am not 
very likely to condemn iU** 
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CHAP. X. 

*' I WALL Bot dwell,** said M. " on tbt 
early stages of my life. My situation 
gave me rank, and most of those things 
which men principally covet. My 
mother was a second time married to 
a person of distinctibn. They were 
both, perhaps, of inferibr talents; and 
both, but he particularly, paid a mort 
devoted homage to wealth than might be 
expected from those who have long been 
familiar with it I had one sister, many 
years younger than myself< she inherited 
from her mother great personal eiftlow* 
liients — but her mind was cast in a finer 
mould than that of her parent. That 
^ quickness, which is in some degree the 
property of her sex, was eminently hers. 
With an almost painful rapidity her 
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winged thoughts roved from topic ta 
topic. I may say also, that she \va» 
frank, constant, and affectionate. Qua- 
lities such as these she had in common 
'with others ; but, alas ! she had a sensi^ 
bilUy which was all her own : it was dis* 
eased— and it was her ruin. Had this 
sensibility been put under the control of 
religion, I should have been less fearful 
of its effect upon her happiness. But 
when I saw acuteness of feeling cherish^ 
^d in her education, and piety wholly 
neglected, I seemfed: to see, as it were; 
the fillets put on, in whicli this sweet 
victim was to be led toi the slaughter. I, 
had, from my earliest years, felt strongly 
on the subject of religion, and this cir« 
fcumstance, straiige to say, liad in ajnea* 
sure alienated the other member3 of my 
family from mc My father and his suc- 
cessor in my mother's love overlooked me 
as one who refused the ambitious course 
which they pursued : my mother feared 
me as one who, in her career of dissipa,* 
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tion, haunted her as a kind of external 
conscience. In her distresses, indeed, she 
always sought a refuge in my arms.-— ^ 
With my sweet Emilys however——" 

•* Was her name Emily ?" said Gus- 
tavus. 

"It was," answered M. " We both 
love the name. With her I had some 
Influence, and, on many occasions^ I em- 
ployed it successfully, — but against her 
^nsibUity always in vain. — * You must 
^leam, my Emily,' I have said, * either 

* to be a Stoic or to be a Christtiln: To 

* be a Stoic is to destroy the feelfngs^ 
^ and of coarse to be in no danger from 

* theln.' — ^ This,* she answered, * is the 

* ▼irtue of a coward.' — ^ To be a Chris- 
^tian,' I continued, * is to give the heart 

* an object, at once so great and so pure, 

* that there ife little danger, either of lov* 

* ing it too much, or loving it impro- 

* perly. Religion, without destroying 
^ the feelings, controls and employs them 
^ *-^and thus^ like the fabled transtmuting 
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• power, tprnB ?A\ it touches iato goW — 
\ If it dicj,' she said, * all tt^q world W01U4 
^b^ Christi^QSt' Spch couTersatiQns is-* 
sued diff<prently. Sometimes all good 
was bqrne away on the wings of 9n un- 
conquerable levity. Sometimes she would 
weep ; but th^n she would mn froiq me, 
to shed a$ bitter di*op9 for an insect ^hp 
h^d crushed a li^ib, or a flower whicl| 
t^ wind had tprn* — My en^ploym^ts^ in 
the army soon, carried me out of t^, 
^ipgdon^^ and I repiained abroad more 
than four yean. I hurry ovier this in^- 
yal to'd^cribe the n^ilaqcholy state in 
whifih I fouud platters im my refenu 
The wheel 4d life.h^bd PQt waited fpr ift^ 
but had carried away with it every x^Uo 
of domestic joy.^— Thr^ moQtlis after , I 
quitted her she had thrown away the 
jewel of her affections upon ope of ibe 
creatures who are too commonly found 
in society* His person was fine ; and in 
his knowledge of the heart, and hia 
poMiier to deceive it, he was inferiar to 
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110116. In th6 catalogue of the world be 
was a man of honour ; in the eye of 
Heaven — I judge him frojfn his works- 
he was a vilkin. A tone of sentiment, 
with which he well knew how to colour 
his conversation, won the affections of 
Emily. In her present situation, how- 
ever, he could enjoy ho more of his tri- 
umph than to harass the heart which 
he had gained. Some months brought 
an admirer of another character to her 
feet, and whom her parents, distrusting 
the intentions of the first, solicited her 
to marry. For half a year she resisted; 
she wept, she prayed. It was in vain. 
Every domestic manoeuvre was played 
off to make a vicious sensibility take the 
part of parental authority, and she at 
length yielded k breaking heart to her 
mother's desires. This mother led her to 
the altar, like the Grecian princess*, a 
sacrifice to a parent's follies. The head, 

^ ipbigenia. 
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ia minds such as hers, is ever the dupe 
of the heart, or Emily would ha^ve 
known, that though such authority may 
deny, it cannot oblige; — though it CQuld 
prevent her from marrying where, they 
thought, it would not make her happy, 
it could not force her to marry where 
she had reason to believe it wpuld ren^ 
der her miserable. For a short time, the 
steady efforts of a husband to give her 
pleasure, the gaieties into which he plung- 
ed her, and the witcheries of novelty, 
had their effect ; and she was about half 
as happy as she might have been in the 
society of a man she loved. Another 
month, and every eye saw the star of 
her hdfppiness begin to set. She was a 
sickly plant — the airs of heaven were 
too rough for her, and the suns of heaven 
too faint — she wanted a heated and arti* 
, iicial soil, and had not found it. Her 
husbaad was sensible, but he was some- 
what dull ; he was in love, but not with 
her follies ; he was without vice, but 
3 
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then he was al3Q withoat romance. He 
had heard from her before their miarriage 
the candid history of her own feelings^ 
and had told her that * a part of her heart 
'was better than the whole of anpther's; 
* and that a never-failing love would win 
'from her the. little she withheld/ Such 
afFection, it is true, in a well-disciplined 
mind will sometimes accomplish its ob* 
ject ; but he who had never studied in 
the school of sensibility could have no 
conception of the mighty and mysterious 
working of a heart like hers. The re- 
sources of dissipation are poor, and lie 
soon saw her eye sicken at the -painted 
bubbles with which lie had supplied it 
He was without reUgion, and therefore 
could not warm her heart with that flame 
which expels every unhallowed fire. In 
her virtue, however, he placed an unlimit- 
ed confidence, and, with a rash genero- 
sity, he resolved to restore her peace by 
the sacrifice of his own. He invited to 
iiis house T— — , the person of whom I 
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debaiK^herieSy kept the eye of a tiger on 
bift prey. He came; her old fires re- 
kindled—the eye agnin was lighted— the 
cheek flushed — the nerve strung— <uid 
her husband saw her all he wished her— 
but not for him. The effect of this ex:- 
periment soon appeared: he had hoped 
merely to restore her spirits, but had re- 
vived her love. Concealment on either 
side was impossible. He was too fcmd 
to bear a rival ; and she too ingenucms 
to pretend an affection which she now 
felt less than ever. They agreed there- 
fore to part ; and she resolved, in future, 
to see neither T— — nor her husband ; 
er to receive them only among the 
crowd. Soon, however, T i was sin- 
gled from it, and scandal imputed to her 
the crime she had not committed. She 
was deserted, and what was scandal be- 
came truth. Too young in guilt^not to 
be shocked at her situation, she at once 
saw her crini^ in its darkest colcMirs. She 
4 
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liad a child, of which T— — was the fa- ; 
tber ; and, perhaps, for a moment forgot 
her crimes in the tumults of a mother's 
love. But, witli this companion, she 
might by degrees have become reconciled 
t0 her offence, and Heaven, in mercy, 
took it from her. It was at this moment 
T-— — also forsook her j he had plucked 
the fruit, and then tossed this rifled and 
withering branch to the burning which 
awaited it — My wife and child had long . 
been dead, and therefoi^ E^iily, as to hu- 
man things, was all in all to me. She 
was that Uttle bark which I meant to 
pilot through the perilous seas of life* I 
hsd felt, therefore, during my residence 
^road, a sort of sickness of the heait 
till I could see this darling sister. Picture 
to yourself then the moment when I land- 
ed, unacquainted with the events of mpre 
than two years. At every pointl met a 
dagger ; for every hint or question waa^ 
sMiswered by a crimson fact. I hastened 
to a cottage which she occupied^ wd MMt 

G 
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jber rush, aXttimt a spectre, mto my anus.. 
Could I thrast her from me ? Shocked 
^nd contrite, she fell from my neck to my 
feet As her fine hair curled about my 
legs, I remembered a sacred picture 
which resembled thi«, and which seemed 
to mingle a ray of hope with my despair. 
It softened also the severity of my an- 
ger. You must conceive what followed- 
" In subsequent conversations, I soon 
discovered the value of those principles 
tvith which^ in her earliest years, J had 
endeavoured to mak« her acquainted. 
They are often like stars, whose fires 
seem quenched for a time, but which, 
some round in tlie wheel of nature re- 
stores. At fir^t I did not attempt to 
check her«on*ow, but rather opened /resh 
avenues for it. I remember saying to 
her, * It i« indeed dreadful, Emily, that 
* you should have dishonoured your fa- 
^mily — blasted your reputation — burst 
^ one of the most sacred bonds by which 
^'IWie.ety is held together; that you 
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* should havd given your example to thcf 
^ cause of vice : — but this is a smiU part 
' of the evil— you are at enmity >vith' 
^ God,-^— you h 

* Him who die 
ansWer me by 
sobs,, w^hich are 
of a broken hea 

\ 'Vequires more 
*'You must gr 
^ grief measurei 

* God whom yc 

* is not all. Y( 
^ pray in that 1 

* a troubled s< 
^ Lord ; spare i 

^ deiemed with thy most precious blood/ 
^ and be not angry with me for ever !'*^ 
^ And finally, you must strive to live m^ 
^ the spirit of your prayers— lest you^ 
•* ** resolve, and re-resolVe^ and die the 

* same.^' — Such penitence, and siic^^ 

* alone, is acceptable to God/ ^ftev 
these conversations I could see some* 
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titaes despair extinguish every other 
feeling; abd sometimes the beams of 
hope dry up the tears of despondency.—. 
. ^* I must not dwell, Gustavus, upoa 
our subsequent meetings, but hurry on 
to the period which: shut her from the 
world for ever. I may tell you, how- 
ever, that the Most High so touched her 
Keart, by the agency of his Spirit^ that I, 
cannot doubt lier tears are registered in 
iieaven. For nine months I watched her 
through, the stages of an unremitting 
penitence. She was humbled to the 
dust filie trod on ; the asking eye con- 
tinually informed me where the heart, 
was prostrate; the subject of her hourly 
lamentation was, tliat she could not, 
liiake any reparation for the wrongs she. 
had done. * Do you try to repair them^ 
^ my brother,* she said, * by holding me, 
* up as a beacon to others.'^ — * God,' I 
answered, * will, I hope, repair them by 
^ making the warning eftbctual.' 
y^ ^* During the many months I spent 
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the breast of the waters. I shall never 
forget^ the tumultuous emotion wjth 
which she pointed to tlje setting orb^ an4 
fastened her^ full, eyes upon me. I waf 
tpo intimate with her mind no^to fe^il 
her melancholy meaning.. 
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* any part in moments such as these, it is 

* because I must leave you^ — but I seem to 
> ^ feel that it is not forever/ — ^This thought 

l^d calted the last tear to her eye— we 

wept and we prayed together. One 

hand rented upon the book of God-^it 

was opened at the page where the history 

I .ikf another penitent is found* ^ Is it not 

I ^ written/ ^ attempted to say, * Neitlier 

^ do I condenm diee?' Her lips closed upon 

I the words. It is, «we^ spirit-^^and 

i^oitart ^ g4mef to sin nomore^ 

"This is not all. A scene of horror 
was ^1 to )» transacted upon tMs dark* 
«Qed stage.**-*I crossed the seas with alt 
'that now resnained to me of tbis^ once 
cherished sister, and I then accompanied 
the body to the burying-place of her 
fathers. It was on my journey thither, 
that a servant gallopped up to the pro- 
cession, and asked to whom it belonged.' 
-He rode with us till we met a carriage. 
I saw upon it a duc^ cormiet, and stop-*^ 
ped imtincti^ly. ^Wtu^ is itT said 
g4 
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some one that had shrunk with a kkid of 
superstitious dread within. The servant 
told him. — At once a hand darted 
through the window, and the roan re- 
ceived a vioknt bk)w upon hb breast-^ 
* Vilkmif you Ik; ask again.' The man 
said, ' I have asked : it is LaA/ Emily.^ 
^-»No answer succeeded, but in its 
place, that wiki and ferocious laugh by 
which madness tells it has not a tear to 
shed. He became frantic. It was T.-^ 
Heaven had crazed the brain which ha^ 
conceived this mischief, and he stood, 
like some oak which the lightning 
acatbes^ the gloomy monument of its 
hallowed indignation* His furies have 
never quitted him, but for moments, in 
which he might again learn his guilt, and 
again bleed for it. 

. ^^ I have little more to add. My con- 
stitution was shattered by my eastern 
•campaigns, and the scenes which sue* 
eeeded rendered nie unfit for society. I 
;liave oftea told you, my Gustavus, of 
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the manner in which ybilr dying fatlW> 
asoldiet and a Chtistian^ ijayc? you ii^to 
my haiuls% It is in a bloodle^a^field he 
reaps his laurels. The heart has a 
mournful satisfaction in familiarizing 
itself with its own sorrows, and iu 
Switzerland 1 knew they would meet me 
at every step. I therefore carried you 
thither, and excused my absence from a 
world which I could not serve, by my 
devotion to you whom I could. You. 
must teach them that they have not 
been wronged by my desertion." 

There was no reply. 

M. said, as he rose to quit the room, 
" I told you I wasv more thau once a. 
poet. These verses are onher tomb : 

^ Weep not for us, thoH sainted chiM of light : 
' No shade of woe shall dim thy hright abode : 
Our raptured eye hath trac*d thine upward ffi^t; 

Faith piere'd the veil, and pointed .to thy God* 
<* Nor vain the vision— tf: unhallow'd joys^ 

By vice illuni'd^ the truant heart inflame^ 
Thy name, Emilia, shall the small still voice 

Of ^ conscience whispav and a soul reclaim* 
G 5 
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,f« •CW.of SSj^^p to. thy sensBU ^rt, 

As ent, the robe whidh jey*d the prophet's qre ; 
O ! 'from Aer murrcKm let us team to live, 
' O i from A#f #rNiffipA^ let^is learn ta dk**^ 
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CHAP. XL 

Some days elapsed before they renewed 
their inquiry* It was one morning that 
M. lifted his eyes from those daily prints 
in which constitutions and fortunes are 
pressed upon the people of O. and in 
which any little character rthey may 
change to have is taken away, with this 
remark — ** These people are very inge* 
ww?w.— Ingenuity, in great par^ consists 
in fitting means to ends. Now, . a main 
object with them is ,the extirpation of 
that species of madness, which, as you 
said, amongst a people ^e;iVA souls, would 
gain the name of religion. And the^ 
ingenuity is shown in the means employ- 
ed by them to accomplish this end/' 

** What are these means?*' asked Gwh 
tavus. 

06 
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**They arc innumerable; but they 
have one school, or rather hospital, ap- 
propriated to it.** 

*' Show me something of its nature.'* 

" The fi?st ^reat object of the con^ 
ductors is to secure the delusion of thos^e 
who enter it; and, as names are always 
found to govern weak minds, they some- 
times entitle it, * The School of yirtue.*" 

*^ They mean, I suppose, the virtue 
of O.'* 

^* Which, to be^ sure,** said M. ^* is 
little better than another name for vice. 
But this,*' he continued, *^ is not the 
only advantage they take of the infir- 
mities of those with whom they have td 
deal. It is known, for instance, that 
this people always think themselves safe 
if they are doing what others do.— The 
hospital therefore is so constructed as to 
admit a number of patients at the same 
moment.— Again you are to remember, 
Ihat this is a kind of moral cure to be 
practised upon a half-reasoning animaU 
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In such a creature, the influence of tlie 
senses^ is without iimit. It is to thes«, 
therefore, the managers chiefly address 
tliemselves. The ear is supplied with 
impure songs, and the eye with licen- 
tious dresses.** 

*^ May not this," said Gustavus, *' have 
another advantage? As the bite of the 
tarantula is cured by music, so the bite 
of this madness, or religion, may have 
its remedy, in a strong infusion of the 
fine arts, thus adulterated, taken thfe last 
thing going to bed." 

" I ought to tell j'ou," said M. " that, 
relying on that infliience of names which 
I have mentioned, they call their <5if- 
ferent movements and operations in the 
eyes of the patients, * liolding the min^or 
* up to jmture.* And, indeed, this is in 
some degree tiue. But then they take 
special care to select some of nature's 
%vorst specimens for this exhibition. 
They rake society to the very dregs to 
'-produce objects for the entertainment of 
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eyes perhaps hitherto unsullied by scenes 
of vulgarity and vicej — ^they show na- 
ture naked^ in shorty to many who 
would otherwise have seen her only clad 
in the decent dresses of civilized society* 
I need not tell you, that a familiarity 
with vicious scenes and characters is 
seldom profitable. Man does not want 
to be taught how bad he may be. He 
who generally finds himself above pa^, 
will soon, think himself privileged to 
grow worse; — ^and he who continually 
looks into the mrrdr reflecting nothing 
but bad f*ces, is not unlikely tp deem 
himself handsome enough whilst lie b^ 
a single feature better than tiie rest." \ 
" Everj^fact/' said Qustavus, '*in the 
account of this people makes th^ hypo- 
thesis of their having no souls more pro^ 
bable, by always proving them to have 
some quality in common with animals 
which certainly have no soul. It is said 
of the chameleon, I believe, that it takes 
the colours of whajtevecobject it looks oai 
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m4, like it, :t}me pc6ple seem, by your 
jaiccountf no sooiier to look o^ vice than 
they become vicious." 

" The next point at whidi they aim/* 
cantinued M. /> is to pM^pM^ tiae patient 
for the reception of their own dnigs, by 
the removal of some impediments which 
his nature or his habits may have intro- 
duced. Snch are, his pr^udkes about the 
ehgrmUr qf God ; his respect for mrtue, 
and his hatred Jhr %^, as such : in malesi 
the spirit of charity; in females, the love 
of modesty. We must separately examine 
the wards in which these several opera- 
tions are carried c«i.?' 

" Can there, then," saW Gustavus, 
^^ be more tlnm oiie) oonoeption of the 
£kara€t^ofG$df* / 

/' Without doubt," ausiwered M. " if 
every one consults his ^apcy instead of 
llis Bible. ^ ?The Greeks; hadlsiAty th(Hi- 
s^oid gods, aHUst of whoEDl ^had iquafities 
for which a man would, in modem days, 
Ji»l1^i^tX/ha£gBd.m<)toe.*wa^ then is 
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employed to physic down those hotiolMr 
about God, which their ancestors aad 
their Bibles had bequeathed to the peopfe 
of O. — Now mark the process.— A com- 
pany of intellectiial physicians is engage, 
who make use of all the artifices ofdrfess, 
gesture, action, and elocution, to instti. 
the necessary doctrines." 

•' Is it ever found," asked G. " th^ 
these lecturers become coliveits to thfe 
doctrines they deliver?" 

" It is," replied M. " Their lives too 
commonly attest the sincerity of their 
conversion, biographers record the vir- 
tues of any one of ^m, as they would 
the health of a man who, alone of hun* 
.fireds, should ha\e escaped the devasta;- 
tion of a plague. 1 am unacquainted 
with the history of 4m individual among 
them which proves him to be a devout 
man. And, as to the mass, they are said 
to be among the most dissolute cli^rac^ 
,tcrs in O." 

'^ Fit teachers, to be suDe/' snid Gbs- 

3 
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iavus, ^ for a School of * Virtue/ — It is, 
however, plain, that, if the kcturers had 
wulsy they would have too much xegaid 
for them to engage in such a profession; 
0r, if the peopk had souls, they would 
have too much humanity to encourage 
them.'' 

•* But let us return,'* said M. : " these 
lecturers violate the dignity of the Most 
High, by taking his name in vain, and by 
scoffing at hii laws. Nor is this enough 
•~they not only thus tear God from his^ 
thrcme, but they place an idol in it* 
Z&ae is made the divinity of the place. 
One of them, for instance, &us addresses 
a procuress: VThou angel of light, let 
^^ me fall do^n and adote theeV They 
demand the homage for this idol which 
#hould be rendered to Heaven. * Meh,^ 
aaid one of these priests of Venus, * arc 
'generally hypocrites or infidels j they 
•*' pretend to worship, but have neither 

* The RcUpse^, 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



158 

'faith nor zeal : how few, like Valentiner 
* would persevere unto martyrdom * T 
Woman, indeed, according to this thieO' 
logy, is the real lieaveu of man. We find 
a worshipper of this aitar, in a fit of dc- 
votipn, thus addressing a female: 

« There 's in you idl that we believe of Hearen— 
'* Amazing brightness, purity^ and truthi 
' Eternal Joy, and everlasting love f •' 

It has joys also so exquisite at its com* 

maud, that the happiness of Heaven, ia 

spme conqeutrated or condensed shape, 

alone ca^ equal them. It was of a sij^e 

jkiss^ fciy example, one Bellamour pro* 

;DPuncedj ^ EttrnU^f wi^ in that mwientX* 

This love ajao ^grftsjjs apd will hurl the 

thimders of futurity. VMy soul,' says 

m very high authority among them, * de* 

/ spairs to be forgiven, ujipardoned, love, 

' by tlieef '. 

"These pliysi<;ians gek thfeir diploma^ 

* Love for Love. f Venice Preserved* 

% Old Bachelor. § The Stranger. 
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I suppose/' said Gi^stavus, " from Var 
phos," 

" Let us go on/' said M. " to another 
ward. In this it is intended to relieve 
the jmtient from any troublesome relic 
of the love of virtue, or hatred of vice^ 
which may have survived the fall. In a 
world without souls ridicule is a natural 
test of truth. The first attempt, there- 
fore, of the orators in this department is 
to. make vh^tyfi ridiculous. For this pur- 
j^ose, th^y conjure up a pi^rson who ip 
|i g^uttpp, ror a pedant, or a mi^er. The 
great object in these fictitious characters 
is tp wed hypQcpsy^ meanness, and folly 
jito .religion. The eye of the patiept, once 
j^ipiUa^^ed with theae shadows, evejr 
^f^erw^rds identifies, or at least assor 
ciates .the qualities thus forcibly coa- 
jpected with each other." . 

" Habit," said G. ** had in like manner 
Ipd me alw?tys to associate a human shape 
i^u(i spul, till yqu tiaught me better." 

" To lessen the hatred of vice," coa- 
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tinued M. *' an operation of the same 
ward, they adopt two methods. They 
make the most amiable qualities its inse- 
parable allies; and they make it success- 
ful whenever it takes the field. If, for 
instance, the personage is debauched, 
they give him generosity ; if a spend- 
tlirift, good humour; if a liar, good 
temper; if vindictive, succe^ful couragd. 
The spectators naturally both learn to 
vake the bad qualities for the sake of ^c 
good ones associated with them ; and W 
deem success an unequivocal proof of 
merit!* ' 

" On this ground,** said GuStaVus; 
" men ougl^t to embrace a carcass for thi 
sake of the spices with which it is em- 
balmed; and should acknowledge th6 
religion of Mahomet to be the true reli^- 
gion, because it has more disciples than 
that of Christ. But ^ou have yet to tell 
irie how they attempt to destroy, in males 
the spirit of charity, and in females, the 
Ibve of modesty.'^ 
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** They are the works of different di-^ 
^isiQns," answered M. ; *^ but I can de-. 
5cribe the process in a breath. A physi- 
cian in buskins undertakes the first, and 
tjisually accomplishes.it by exalting bold 
revenge into a virtue. As to Modesty y it 
commonly faJls a victim to a singular 
property of the place. Tlie cause of it is 
as entirely: concealed as the cause of gra« 
Vitation — but as soon as the female 
patients enter the building, however 
much they blush at home, Ihey raiely or 
never seem to blush. Here any thing 
may be said or done in their presence. 
The sun of decency seems from that 
ipoment to have set upon them, and to 
colour the cheek with its glowing hues: 
W> longer. Tlie lecturer of course sue-. 
oessfuUy avails himself of this circum*. 
stance." 

^^ But sudi an attempt,^ said Gustavus^ 
^* must surely be of momentary openi-> 
tion?*' * 

^* On the contary^" answered M. " it; 
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has a pertnanent influence; The eye for 
^ver after is apt to confound or mistake 
every object it sees. * Licentiousness/ 
for instance, is mistaken for * spirit/ and 

* a reformed rake' is coveted as * the best 

* husband," '' 

" As if,** said G. ** it did not require . 
iftore spiiit to do right than wrong ; and 
as if he who is perhaps but half cured is 
like!)'' to be stronger than he who, never 
was ill." 

" I should tell you,** continued M. 
'* another end which is accomplished in 
this edifice. The rulers of O, think, that 
of all aristocracies that of virtue is the 
Worst, and therefore hasten to blot out 
diose distinctions which used to separate 
the good from the bad. In tlie hospital 
accordingly all sorts of people are huddled 
together — the good and bad are equally 
welcome, and meet here to laugh and to 
Cry in company.'* 

" The scene,^' said Gustavus, ** must 
tesemble the face of a chess-board^ black 
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awi white, prostitutioa and innocence, 
drunkenness and philosophy, the swindler 
and-the tradesman, mingled in monstrous 
confusion." 

" You see," added M. " the advantages 
which result from this, to tlie object at 
which the governors aim. Vice soon 
begins to hold np her head, when she 
finds herself exalted to the same rank 
with Virtue; and Virtue leams to despise 
herself, when she is reduced to the same 
level with Vice. Fellow-citizens, there* 
fore, of this unnatural republic, they 
$ooa shake hands." 

" Is this institution," asked G. " netr 
to the world ?" 

*' It is the height of dexterity," an* 
«wered M. " to employ those instruments 
for the- cause of evil which have been 
sanctified by their employment in the 
cause qf good. It was thus that the 
Prince of Cheats used Scripture on a 
memorable occasion. This institutk)n 
ojiginallj in the hands of the Greeks^ 
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V(M made a vehicle of praise to the 

. *' Perhaps it is still," said Gustavas, 
** to the same gads.'' 

" It was found, however, impossible,** 
continued M, " to employ it in the ser^' 
vice of virtue, aud it was therefore con- 
demned by the first of Grecian law- 
givers*. Rome refused it a place within 
her walls, till the same manfi in one 
moment, slieathed his sword in her li- 
berty and in her virtue.— I have only 
one fact to add During the progress 
of the most ferocious revolution which 
ever shocked the face of heaven, these 
hospitals in a single city of a neighbour* 
ing country multipj^d from six to 
tweny-»five. Now one of two conclu-' 
^ons foUows from this; either the spirit 
of the times produced the institutions, 
er the institutions eherished the spirit of 
the tinges." 

^' This would go to prove then," said 
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GustavuSy " that they are either the pa- 
rent3 of vice, or the offspring of it." 

'' Will you, Gustavus/' asked M. " visit 
this place? You are perhaps cased iii 
your principles from all danger?'* 

" I may be so/' replied G. ; " but even 
if I might safely bare my bosom to the 
blast, should I, by my example, da my 
utmost to tempt a thousand hectic 
wretches to the same experiment?" * 

" You are right, Gustavus," 

*' And so," said Gustavus, ** I begin 
to think, is Monboddo.— But can you. 
not conceive the stage, for this is your 
hospital, I perceive, among a people 
with souls, so regulated as to minister to 
the wants of the soul ?" 

" In theory I can ; but every experi- 
ment contradicts the hope. I fear the 
stage has never improved the morals of 
a people. Either the temptation of gain 
has led the writers of plays to accommo* 
date their sentiments to the worst feelings 
of our nature; or the characters of the 

H 
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ict'orS hsvt been iiich as to defeat thi 
Operation of better sentiments. It h 
incredible that either tKte actoi*s or their 
speeches shouW reform the age ; when, 
with very rare exceptions, both fall be- 
}ovr the standard of ordinary mbrality. 
When I say thi^, Gustavus, yoti must 
not t!hink that I am either an enemy to 
recreation, as such— or that I undervalue 
that which is afforded by fine acting. 
As to the first, I am persuaded that re- 
creation is necessary to fallen man. And, 
as to theatrical representations, I can 
conceive scarcely any thing more calcuV 
lated either to display the genius of man, 
6r to captivate his imagination. Such is 
the gratification they bestow, and such 
the benefit which, if consecrated to a 
right end, they might impart, that I 
dould heartily wish the wise and the. 
pious would bend all their faculties to 
discover whether it is impossible to ren- 
der that imiocent and useful which is set 
dclightftl/* 
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'^' ^ CHAP. Xit 

vi) * ', • '-^ "^ ■^ ' ■ : ^^- ■ 

Xt is long, gentle rea/^r, sincfs I have 
addifessed ^jyself . particularly i , to, you.; 
and so occupied am I with .Gustayus^ 
that I should have even^ ^ow gone oa 
quietly with his story, if a peculiar sus* 
|»iciou had not occurred- to me. 

Since that Jewish law was done away, 
vrhich forbad any u^n to intermarry 
with another family, the genealogical 
trees of society have become exceedingly 
confused.^— It is possible, therefore, that 
aome" drc^ of the blood of 0. may roll in 
your own veins— and if so, that you. 
are anxious for an additional proof that 
you have no soul. I will endeavour to 
satisfy you upon this point. Such a 
propf indeed (though I should be sin* 
ipj^rely sorry to know it was) may be of 
a 2 
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great moment to you; for, without it, 
to live as you do live, and be either safe 
or happy,^ may be quite impossible. 

To satisfy, ^hen, any qualms of con- 
science you may feel, I beg to ask why 
you should think human bodies must 
Bavc souls ? Ppimenides, a Cretan, tells 
us he had a power of dismissing and re^ 
calling his soul ; which shows, you will 
allow, that h^ haci a power of doing, at 
least for a time, without it. Is the ve- 
racity of Epimenides questioned? I 
answer. He was a Cretan. 

Again, St. Anthony says he saw his 
own soul ascend to heaven and descend 
to earth again, and this continually.— 
Will any one question St. Anthony's 
authority?' I answer, He is a Popish 
Saint. 

Once more, one J. Browne wrote a 
hook upon a* controverted topic, which 
he dedicated to a queen of Oi entreating 
her " royal prayers for himself— a man 
tcith(n(t.2i rational soul."— If I am told 
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that this mau was m^d, ^.lep^y^ '^h^^ U 
guite impossible^ for He wrote a book 
upon a controverted topic. 

Fourthly, a certain German, the idol 
of metaphysicians, has determined the 
soul to bemads up of such qualities, that 
if tiiere be no other soul but such as he 
^escribes, we may rest assured there are, 
no such things as souls. — Sgme will re- 
mind us .that this very German* for the 
two last years of his life conceived him- 
self ;a^oo^^, and that therefore he may 
have been ,pne long before that period. — 
I answer siniply, He wa? the idol of mc-^ 
taphysiciam. 

Again, another philosopher, a profes- 
sor, and an inhabit^mt of Rostock, affirms 
that his soul and |jody have no sort of 
connexion with each other, I^e always 
speaks of his body like Caesar of himself, 
in the third' person. When his body is 

^ * Kant is E(aid for the last two 'years of his life 

U) lyiye l^lievied }iiniself agoose^and to have busied 

kimseif in pointing out his feathers to his visitors^ x 

H 3 
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tortured <With hunger, dur prt)fe*or sajrs 
only, **H'E seetas* hungry, /must feed 
him.'* When racked with disease, he 
only whispers, H£ seems distressed, / 
must carry him to the doctor.* Now, 
if his authority be contested-— I ma^tain 
it upon these three satisfactory groutids 
—He is a philosopher^ professor^ and an 
inhabitant of Rostock*. ' ^ 

Before, however, you draw 'any c6n> 
elusions from these facts, it is but just 
to mention a theory which, it has-been 
supposed, would solve many of the jthe- 
nbmena of O. It has then beeh^cotgcc* 
tured that this people really have sotils^ 
but souls united to the body by a Very 
peculiar covenant. The following con- 
tract is conceived to have taken place 
between them.— 

It is stipulated on the part of Hicf 
body, 

Ist^ Tb^at aJtliQ^h )the^ 9bul dwdl4n 

' « This man'iA 'dso welllmoWtp iiL&mii&^M 
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Hke bo^y, it shall never interfere mth it 
in any of its enjoyments; for instancy, 
in eating, drinking, licentiousness, or in*- 
4olence. — Agreed. 

2dly. That the soul, as in the piar- 
riages of O* shall never show itself ii^ 
public with the body. — Agreed: if tl?^ 
body will at least once a ye^r with its 
lips acknowledge t)ie soul's existence ia 
a church. 

3d. That the soul shall never perplex 
the body in private. — ^Agreed. 

4th« That tlie body shall be suffered 
to sleqp if the 30ul jshould be called upon 
to listftn to seraioQs. — ^Agreed; if tht. 
body will k^p watob^ :9hoyJki the soul, 
also be disposed to sleep.-— Amended^ 
upon the suit ^f the body; if the soul, 
rmy sleep full. as ofteQ as the body. 

Mh. That tjie sc^il ohall pot attempt 
to \i9kxp the body to ^y fanatical prac*. 
tke»y , such . 9S pr^ositiilion, lUeding, 
wiping. ftwayjwg*^|fivHlg .away jinoney* 
--rriiotMa^ by 

H 4 
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siich external a^cts, much worldly reputa- 
tion would accrue to both. 

6th. That the soul shall not employ 
the eyes of the body in reading the 
Bible. — ^Agreed ; as the signing this con- 
tract indisposes the soul as much as the 
body to the Bible. 

7th. That the soul shall take all .the 
burden of religious duties upon itself,^ — 
Agreed ; if the body will eat the bread at 
the sacrament, and kiss tlie book, for a 
place under Government. 

8th. That the soul shall never disfigure 
the face of the body with a blush. — 
Agreed; when the soul shall be a little' 
hackneyed in the ways of Q. 

On these conditions the body consents 
to receive the soul into garrison. ^ 

I collect this treaty from sources^ 
known only to myself. In O.' though 
it is said to exist, from the abuse of 
words, it may wear a different aspect—* 
Do you, however, reject the contract as 
visionary and disgraceful?— Have you 
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no conception of a soul which could 
submit to such terms? Now then re- 
examine the cases I have adduced. They 
are examples of men proclaiming in 
themselves, either tlie total want of a 
soul, or its temporary absence. But that 
others may be without a soul, is a proof 
that you may be without one; and, that 
no other solution can be imagined of 
your conduct, i^ surely a sufficient proqf 
that you actually are. 

This point then being established^ 
enjoy, I beseech you, every moment of 
your bright career. Ye puppets of an 
eiiipty shQW^— ye figures* of m useless 
jBeries— ye shadows of threescore: years-^ 
ye i»Qving du3t ^t^ ashes — dead to vir- 
tue, and furious with appetite,^ deem the 
l^reath of Ufe aivenduring substance, and 
eternity a bubble. Proceed, Ul^striotis 
bodksy to your glorious destination : eat 
•^drinl^-HBleep—and perish. 



Ji 5 
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CkAP. XHI. 

I vtlTTtniE t<) hope, that, by (Jib time, my 
iestders tfe ti6t altogether uninterested in 
Emily, If' Soj 'tb*y will not be sorry to 
fead one of'h^ letters: and a part at 
least of one of them they shall 'read^ if 
lliey will isAsa read my preftu^e to it. 
' The -estimation in which ibmales 4)^0 
held is a tneisure in our hands of the 
civilization 'tof> states-— The pofigked 
Greeks made Wisdom—^ goddess. 
' ^^M: had remariced ^is to Gitstavusw 

"** In O. you see,** he added, ** the thing 
is' otherwise ; the' males deem the females 
their inferiors, and consequently givt 
fhem an inferior education-r-The pre* 
science of the strbnger atiimal inarms 
him that women cannot kafn — ^he takes 
his resolution-- they shall not be taught'' 
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" JVIahora^t," said G. *' Ims manj: ^^ 
ciples." 

" W,here there is no soul, as' ip OJr 
continujBd M. " I have no anxiety io 
qtand umpire between the sexes— bu* 
vhere there is a soul, it often lodges its. 
finest qualities in the fj^rest bpsom. — I 
know females in whom, if wisdom baa 
lost any thing of her .dq>th, she also 
wants all t]iat harshness which occasion-* 
ally difi(figures her in the otjier sex — in 
whom, if the lines of science are &^t« 
ened, yet the figure is by no means eras^ 
— More than this — if there be a some- 
thing of vanity in their constitution, and 
if their spirit of trifling or love of pleasure 
be sometimes such as not easily to incor- 
porate with serious religion ; still ther^ 
is in them a meekness which the hand 
of Heaven easily bows into humility, and 
a tenderness which forbids them to re^ 
peat those crimes for which a Savioiic 
has bled/' 

I <h^ve been often found a mourner at 
u6 > 
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thi grave of M,— and if the cause of 
some of the tears I have there shed be 
asked^ I answer,—*! lament the Joss of 
his piety in an age when a single tonib 
will bury more ashes than piety can 
spare — of his quiet lienevolence— of his 
generous, I might almost say, chival- 
rous respect for women. 

I would not, however, to support the 
female sex, maintain, in the language of 
C. Agrippa, that when they wash their 
hands^ they do not sully the purity of 
the water; whereas men may wash a^' 
often as they will, and the stream will 
yet suffer from the pollution of the flesh 
it bathes. Nor do I quote other equally 
high and unsuspected authorities who 
have sung of marvels quite as great as 
this.-— But this I mean to say, that 
women owe much of their inferiority to 
the tyranny of men. Give them jdie 
oppbrtunitics of n>an, and they would 
|>erhaps, as to most points, equal his 
attainments. My business, however, is 
not to panegyrize females, but to give 
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one of Emily's letters. It is written ih 
all the confidence of those who have 
loved each other from childhood. 

"We sadly want you hack again,. 
Gustavus ; for every thmg seems to go 
wrong without you. I am sure that I 
do. You know, for instance, with what 
delight we used once to look at all the 
works of nature. But now things 
around me seem changed. I take the 
same walks we have loved together, but 
without the same feelings. The moon 
wanes, but she strengthens again ; — the 
flower shrinks, but it opens again;— 
Gustavus goes, but he does not return. 
—Once, every wind seemed to carry its 
peculiar treasures along with it. Now, 
if it blows from St. Foy— I have caught 
myself saying — * Gustavus cannot come' 
—if to St. Foy — * Gustavus will not 
* come.' 

" I know this is wrong, Gustavus, 
and do not seriously wish to blame any 
ofie but myself I believe that this sum- 
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m^v: Iw been as bright as the. la^t, and 
the^mds as fwgrant, and tibe.floM^ens as 
gay — bu,t you khow pne *Itkea to jhave 
j.Uj5t a sjngliB person; ito tell bow vdiy 
^weet ftyery tbwg as» Manuna is sb 
ft^le, ftlftslrtbat I.ican seldbih get her 
QV^t fike she, first taught .me to love na:- 
^rp; and evennow she. seems to jgrow 
yo^p^ ^g^iQ) fo^ a moonent, when she 
Qai) (^iff^ the. bill at sunrise, and see the 
lake 

* Qnd bumish'd. sheet c{ liTiiig.gol4L' • 

" But do not thick, Gustavus, that I 
am either quite idle, or really unhappy. 
The school increases, and I go to it 
every day. I visit the cottages too more 
than ever, I think, particularly when I 
am a little low— for I find that looking 
atand trying to lessen the real sufferings 
of the poor, is one of the best cures for 
our light distresses. La Roche *, our 

* Every one who has read the exquisite tale of 
< La Roche' in the * Mirror,' will know why the 
author has been glad to borrow this aame for the 
Minister ^f St.Foy« 
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deaf AiifiAdr, goes-amoti^ tliemWrtiricjH 
as ever. Mamma said y^tc* clay, as^ sfce 

the liouse,— *flo^ heaxtt\fikVon1he ^numti^ 

* tains are the feet ot them^hat- bFkigf 

* glad tiditig^s of peacfeP^^And fiideed4id 
does carry * peace,^ Gristavos, "^h^e^? 
he goes, t had th^ happiness ^o^ itaed 
him about ten days since at La Valfette'^ 
cottage, which your remember, faangingf 
over the* little brook. 1 4n.s stahdii^g 
and watching the water as it bubble by 
beneath me. * Ah, ^ dear Ethily,*' ihe said 
as he came np, * these shining bubbles 

* are an emblem of what is passing withra 

* the cottage. Poor La Valette has 

* sparkled her moment upon the stream' 

* of life, and is now mehing into th0 

* vast ocean of efemity.*— *^But not, Sir/ 
I said, * to be lost or forgotten there.'-^^' 
*^No,' said he; ^* God counts the tears of 

* his saints— atid her penitence and love 

* have, I doubt not, come up aa a memo- 
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^ rial before him. Sball we go in and 

* tee her, Emily ?* 

'* I was of course rejoiced to go,; and 
may I never forget the scene ! She is 
much reduced in strength and wasted in 
health since yon went; but her spirits 
^re better than erer. If I wished to 
take any one to the happiest house in 
the village, I really believe I. should 
carry him there. I think - she said, 

* Thank GodT twenty times during this 
one short visit. And' yet there is notliing 
presumptuous in her fuanner — for you 
know her almost incessant prayer is, 
[ God be merciful to me a sinner !' But 
then, while she distrusts herself, she 
seems to have an unbounded confidence 
in God. — La Roche took her by the hand 
— * You seem very happy. La Valette.' 
— * Is He not our Father f she answered, 

* I should be quite happy. Sir, if it were 

* not for remembering how often I have 
' crucified afresh that Saviour who loved 
^ me so tenderly. One thing more some* 
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* times distresses ine. When the cords 

* which keep me here seem almost 

* broken, and I am longing to spread my 

* wings, and flee away and be at reat, I 

* suddenly revive, and feel for a moment 
' as if tlie happy hour of my dismissal 
' was not come. It is like having nearly 

* reached the port, and being driven out 

* to sea again — to that stormy sea, where, 

* but for you, or rather, but for that 

* God who sent you to me, I had well 

* nigh foundered/ — * He/ said La Roche^ 
' who lias so long carried you in hii 
^ arms, lias said, that his sheep shall 

* never perish, and that none shall pluck 

* them out of his hand/-~* And I dOubt 

* not,' she said, * h§,i|ull fulfil his pro- 

* mise, — Young lady,' she continued^ 
after a little pause, and turning to me, 
fyou are young, and cannot yet have 
' proved the power of that religion which 

* I trust you love. " I have been j^ung, 
' and now am old"--*she almost rose up 
in her bed as she spoke, and a new light 
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* the righteous forsaken," I have fw^oved 

* ri^ltg^oa in the varied scei^fs of a very 
' stpni^y life, and I havyeifo^nd thai her 
'(fiMi i^ver goes down, and her anchor 
'j^ev^r^ives way/ As she said tbfe, she 
3^11 fe5ick,.»ftdJ really tiM>«ght her last 
rtwggle was aver* You can faacy the 
9Pjunt$Haiu:e :of J^ Rotphe ^wriug the 
wlwle pf jthis fCefle. La Vatette had 
thpMght nothing of rejjigion, I have 
\>fl«d,itill hejfirst knew.b^r; ,90 that she 
Wfts a, sort of jdiild of hia old age* The 
QOXlfui^ of emotlona speaaied almpst to 
o^f^hishn htm. It wa& lik^. the^f tnuggle 
•f the. sun and the ;sl^e;£br victory. 
At leogth he satd, * I^et us together 

* tkmk .God, for having .raised ^p ^s 
'^n^pnuineiit of .his mercjes; .and pray 

* that CHir lives. and our Matter endjmay be 
*like, hers.' — ' Not your lives, . Sif,' 
y alette meekly ^aaid. La ; Koche kneeled 
dfiwji, md I .i^sed -iiot. tell you .how 
aii^y, .ardently^ a»d .I^iiblunily .he 
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on those two words^ — * Our Father !' We 
soon after quitted the cottage; and the 
last words I remember to have heard her 
utter were, * Thy rod and thy staff, they 
^Gomfart noae.' 

^' Hare. I fimst )alop, Gustayt^jsi, only 
grieving ithal; I immot better descr^ie. 
what I so deq>ly felt. But yw will 
liwdiy forgive, imd wppJy uU my ^*j6^ 
ciencies.^ 

-'^'♦Irhad alm©sit forgot *o wkif fehe. 
ffmokeOf thebity.ydu.at^e'iil, sUiK&rsiyiQUc 
toc»ee.waiifthro«ri1» ffttat* ffl$;^llc(^ 
fii8t/ofiith^l»ayeiAy l;ra^lief$t^lfck0};|l^ji^ 
c^jdb of Ib^^ Iboking ojiit if it'1^4i<^ke^ 
iW 'the'«)d9iefs to rise. How often has 
thk^staRP^ted my thcmgfats to its Maker» 
atiW"itear<wdy^ieyer wttheut a prayer 'fpti 
OiisJMmiii'lf then you recfiive>ble3^ipgs, 
tbtak them idioset which wer^fuoayedio^: 
l^-ydrttr4ilfttly^^.. . 
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CHAP- XIV. 

The science of love is the philosophy of 
the heart Einily lectured in^the last 
chapter ; in the present I shall conduct 
the student to the groves ofs a severer 
learning. And here, reader, ^ must 
caution you. If fevery wise or very* 
foolish, come hot, with :ine^ to this 
porch of philosophy. For^ if : very. 
wise, I have the vanity to /bi^lieve, y^oir 
already think as i do; wk^iii ^fnaryi 
foolish, you will never thin<k at all. I^ 
however, you are among those whA 
nev^r saW a modern' philbsophot/aoifc 
think the Sfight of one would iB(H; .s^rtk^ 
you; if you have a plain uunEdjaij^aa) 
lioiiest heart; if the nerves of your hetdr 
are strong; and you do n^t heed. .the! 
gales, not absolutely Sabean, which fan 
the temples and cloud the room of a 
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^hilbsophical student;^come on— and; 
in the cause oi human nature and com* 
mon sense, we will take the iield against 
all the philosophers in the universe. 

It will be recollected tliat the divine of 
O. had promised to introduce our wan- 
derers to one of her ph^ilosophers* I 
copy from a letter of Gustavus the ac- 
count which he sent to Mad de N. . of 
this visit. 

' " It was only yesterday, my dear 
Madam, that we paid our promised visit 
Our clerical conductor ushered us into 
ti^ room, and then abandoned us to 
some antiquated skin and bones which 
half occupied a three-cornered chair in it. 
I isoon perceived that ^^hilosophy, or at 
kast the philosophy of O. 4oes not 
always smooth the brow of care. M. 
managed the conversation with tlie art 
which is pe<?uliar to him; and bur 
$fari veiled, c^mpanian so^m proved himr^ 
self, if i may bo permitted jtq say it,' 
dull, mistaken, and dogmatical. St.' 
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all bufh^the sterliBf^ pbUosopby-^tlKlf 
f>hiloMphiy of God c . bkit, you shidb for m 
momeflEtbeconiBia jtufieii^ in the aehool 
of O; ; your totkb and mounliaibs. shall 
kugh to see what inhabitaiits tli^< have 
escaped) and glory iu the lonrowa sonn o£ 
labour who climb them. I s^id yotft 
that part of our comveraatiMi to whieb 
the theory was detailed, by which the 
animal wisdom of our philosopher pro* 
poses to secuiie the morals of his country* 
men *. 

'^ ' I Imd very innocently made use o£ 
* the word Camciawe.' 

^^ * You are but yottug in these mat-: 
^ ters/ said the Philoeopfaer, ^ or. yoU 
^ would have kiwwn that tonscicsice i^ ai 

* The author caimot possihly, in any part of 
this chapter, be suspeated either of any personal al« 
Uisidn, or of any disrespect, to the. indMduai oif 
great talents and Vhtoesby iv^m this t;yMi&mhs» 
been ehieflgr pr#iBidgaiM m wi schools ^.«mt^ 
aitiss. ^ 

3 
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^ banished tami t we n6 more- tfainli' of 
^ it than Cenftaurs or Phlogistoiu Ejp^ 

* peiMmty n now the only ruk in mctrals.^ 

" ' What, Sir,' I asked, ' do yctormeanr 
^ by expediency P' 

" * I will give yoa ray sjrttcfio^' sdoA 
the Sage, * to explain the .word. The? 
' chi^ef <>fcgfeet of philesophy is to aaswer 
^ tlie que(^ion^'^' What is virtue f" , Now 
^ then ti^e this fundamental proposition' 

* — ^That *' Heaven wills the happiness of 

* its creatures."' 

" * If yon include eternity,' said M. 

* this cannot be questioned. Some would 
' prefer to say that God, here^ wills the 

* impreoement of his creatures ; — that lie 
^desires to ma1ce them haj^y in another 
' state, by making them good in this. 
' Let it, however, be admitted, that, even 
^ here, God wills simply the happiness of his 

* creatures; and that, therefore, plagues, 

* for example, are plainly sent to rel^se 
^ superannuated niisery ; whirl win<fa, to 
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^ keep the sea from corraption ; war, 

* to give young officers promotion ; fa- 
^ mine, to rest the earth ; earthquakes, 
^ to rock our cradles/ 

** * Taking this for granted/ continued 
the Philosopher, ^ my disciple, in his 

* search after virtue, will, if true to his 

* system, argue thus : To know what 

* is my duty, or what is virtue, in any 

* particular case, I have nothing to do 

* but to discover what, in this particular 

* case, will promote the happiness of the 
^ creatures of God. My virtue is simply 

* this, to promote the worldly happiness 
' of God's creatures. Observe, Sir, the 

* simplicity of this system. It reduces 

* all the virtues within a small circle, and 

* renders them alike accessible to the 

* highest and the lowest.' 

" * Captious opponents,' replied M. 
'might say that it rendered virtue thus 

* eqtuMy possible to high and low, by ren- 
' dering it utferly impossible to any; and 
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* thai it simplified the virtues by {(^piag^ 

* away the larger half of them/ 

" * But captiousness, Sir, is not ar- 

* gument. Perhaps, as you can assert 

* for these cavillers, you can also argue 

* for them.* 

" ^ I will attempt it,' replied M. 
"* They would possibly endeavour to prove 
' the system inapplicable, thus : God 

* wills the happiness of his creatures : 

* therefore virtue is the promoting this 
^ happiness. Now, in order to apply this 

* <lojctrine, we are of course supposed to 

* know by what steps or by what results 

* in each case, this happiness would be 

* promoted; but the misfortune is, that 

* we are in utter ignorance of them/ 

^' VHow so, Sir?' said the startled Phi** 
losophen 

" * Your adversaries would say, Sir,* 
Implied M. ^ that we cannot know what 

* will advance the recU happiness of anjr 

* individual, at the present moment; and 

* that if we could, the happiness of to*^ 

X 
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* day may be the misery of to-tnorrowj 

* or the j(^« of to-morrow the ruin of 

* eternity. But suffer me still to be the 
^ s{>okesman of your opponents, and to 
^ ask you to s^ply your priociples to the 

* solution of a case in life. I see a beg- 
'gar, almost broken down with the 

* variety of his aiflictions. Ought I to 
^ reliew him ?' ^ 

** The Sage knit his brow. The dis- 
tortion of his countenance plainly indi- 
cated ^eidier that cases of charity were 
»ot those with the solution of which he 
was most familiar j or, that d^e solution 
^f any case was not widi him the labour 
^ a momeftt 

" At length he said, * You should have 
^argued thus: Is it expedient for the 
^ beggai' that I should relieve him? Will 
Mt benefit him now? Will it benefit 
*him up(m tks whole? Will it benefit 
^ the universe f 

"* Let us then/ said M. * reason the 

* case-^ftw: tljis mswmer: I give the beg- 
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? gar a shilling; lie buys mutton with it; 

* the miittoii may be mangy, and his 
^ health suffer from it— I will give him 

* no shilling* But the disease may dis^ 

* pose htm to religion— I will give him 
^ a shilling. But if he thinks of religiori, 

* and again neglects it, he will have the 

* guilt of neglected opportunities — I 
^ would not for worlds give him a shil- 
^ ling. His perdition might make others 

* cautiousf-l would not for worlds but 
^ give it him. Thus> before a point was 

* settled, the chain of reasotiiugs would 
^ reach from pole to pole, and the poor 
** wretch would inevitably starve/ 

" * You push mattera too far^ Sir,' said 
*he Philosopher, 

" * Those, Sir^'for whom I argue,^ re- 
j)Ued M. * would say, this was impossible. 
^ In your system, I know nothing, if I 
;* db wt know alL fibfore I can justly 
^ decide upon the espedimc^ of a single 
**jci»e, attd therefore upon what is .my 
^ 4kity in that particular Qftse^ it forces 
I S 
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* me to condense infinity to a pointy t^ 
*deey|>her the map of eternal Provi* 

* dence ; to trollect, -compare, combine, 
^ and enumerate the ev^r-shifting occur- 

* rences of futurity, and uneiTingly cal- 
^ culate thetr results. If this be true, it 
^ is demonstrated that the system of ex- 
^ pecliency is useless because inapplicable? 

*' At thi« -moment Phiiosophy quitted 
the bosom of tlm her favourite 'son^ and 
those opponenrts of \m tlieory, w4iom M. 
had undertaken to r^resent, wei^e -com- 
mitted, with considemble emphasis, to 
all the win^s, waves, and fbries of the 
univeise. • At length, in a voice mingled 
*wkh fearj curiosity, and passion, he de- 
sired M. to attempt the making good 
their Second assertion ;-^that ^ his system 

* simplified virtiie by Joj^if^ away ofie hu^ 

' of it: 

" * They would reasoa ^us,* s^ M»; 

* You have said that " Virtue is the 

* promoting the happiness of others.*^ 
^*But can any account of virtue be com* 
^ plete which cuts of£ ali the obligations 
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♦ man owes to himself y and all he owe» i% 

♦ his God? A TOonardi would take ^ 

• strange way to simplify the government 
^ of a province, who should begin by a 
*^ slaughter of two thirds of its inhabits 

* ants.' 

" Now here, my dear Madam, I can- 
not but think that M. forgot the presence 
in whieh he stood. Such an argument, 
to a man who had a soul, would have 
been irresistible; for it seems plainly to 
t)e virtue in hinvto wve this soul, and 
kMWt the God who gave it him. But a 
few feet of breathing clay can have little 
respect for itself, and less for the hands 
whic)! shaped it A sneer upon the face 
9f the Philosopher soon taught me that 
«f all arguments, those which related to 
a soul, the least affected him. — I was sa 
lost in my musings upon this extraordi^ 
sary scene, that I listened to nothing 
for some time, till I heard M. say,. ' My 

* objection to tlie system of expediency 
'^ iS; that it does not take man as it fin^4 

I 3 
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*him, and emplay his nature; but> oa 
^ the contrary^ attempts to square the' 
f man to the theory.' 

'* ^ You astonish me, Sir/ said the 
Sage. * Man is a reasoning animal, and 

* my system would in every situatic^n 
' make him reason. He is before every 

* action to compare events and calculate 
^ conferences. He is not even to sue- 

* cour a parent, or nourish a child, filtbe 
' has reflected upon and calculated tfw 
-^consequences gf such^'conductt "*lt'iil 
^thus the Scythian finds *ft ij^aSSJrf^^ 

* dine upon his g^randfiather, beoaute, » 
^he did not eat hbn hifnsefF, bis itoii^ 

* try men have so Kttlc veneraticm f6r«^ 

* that they would probably starve hiw 

* first, and devour him afterwards. In tbe* 

* same manner the Chinese deem it ex-' 
' pedient to drown such of their cbildten 
^ as they do not admire, in the canals of 

* Pekin ; because useless citizens cannot 

* ynake a better use of a land, full of 
^ people and barren of provisioii, tbani 
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^to find a grave in it. Each determines 

* wisely, " for whateoer is expedient u 

* right:^ 

" Do you not, my dear Madam 
tremble ? What a system is this, which^ 
if even a ^orld were sliaking to dust,^ 
wmild set its disciple, nnmoved and in- 
difiterent, upon the last relic of creation,, 
to weigh in his balance and number the 
atomaas th^ fell? Shall I confess to^ 
you, that, bursting with ccmviction and? 
indignation^ I exclaimed, * If Monbodilo 
^ had given philosophers as many taits e^ 
^ the Grand Seignor gives his Basliaws,. 

* i could believe him/ The Philosopher ' 
iqppeared ccmfounded at my exclamation ^ 
ttidit then^ I confess, occurred to me, 
that there might be a secret cause Ibr hi^ 
confusion. If the theory of Monboddd 
be not universally true^ may net thia hb 
a distinguishing curse gone fortb against 
philosophers? Philosophy has^ alwayat 
some, secret, and may no| thi» be th6 
secret of to-day ? 

I 4 
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*• M. howevet soon recalled tiie froirt 
my medHation upon the possible forma* 
tion of philosophers, and the S^ge from 
his lamentation over it» by addressing 
this master in ethics : * This is moh« 

* strous, Sin Is expediency to trans- 
^ pUnt and naturalize the worst crimes of 
' barbarians in the soil of O. ? It has 
^ been said, that the virm of no animal 
^ returns upon itself; such reasonings^ 
^ however, happily carry their confuta* 
^ tion with them. But I repeat my ac 
^ Cttsation ; — ^your system is not Jitted U 
' the nature of man. Man reasons, in^^ 

* deed, as you say :-^but then he also 
'feels; thought wotks in him, but so 

* does conscience : the heart speaks when 
' the AeM^ is silent; the moral instinct somd* 
f times Mves in him when every other 

* spark of the mind is extinguished. 
^ You reduce his powers to those of an 
f arithmetician. You drive him for mo- 
f tivea through a kdger-book of profit 
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f and 6f loss, when hfe would find the besfc 

* counsellor in his own bosom/ 

. ^^^ Conscience — moral instinct— ^f^lingf 
said the Philosopher^ and rubbed hi» 
eyes, as though to ascertain in what 
world he wa$: * What, Sir! using thi* 
' term conscience for some blind, unintel*' 
^ Jigible, and capricious feelings of the 

* mind, are we to use her eyes, ^d leait* 

* upon her decisions in morality ?' 

" * As the " term ccmscience," ' replied. 
M. * finds a place in the Bible, it should 
^.find a place in every system which 
'pretends to govern the morals of m^n. 

* But we use it for very difierent feelings 
*. from those which you enupierate. We 
^ use it for feelings which the Chinese 
' violates when he exposes his child, and 
'the Scythian when he dines ^ On his 
'giandfather; for feelijiigs, which check 

* ingratitude,^ which revolt against mur« 
' der, which persuade to justice, which 

* intimate the being of a God^-rrOf these' 
! feelings w« «ay— thi^ ve Cwitt ii^ 

IS 
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^ numerable others like these) iefrn^t^ 

* simpk'^dnd inteUigibk-^invariabk in the ' 
' same drcumstimces — always at umty mth 

* themsehesy and with the word of Ged-^ 
^andlmng alike in the breast of all man^ 

* kind: we iise the ** term consciencje*' 
^ for feelings implanted by God^ and in- 

* struct ed and governed by reason and re- 
^ vektion/ 

** * But would you/ asked our dispii- 
taut, ' build a system upon feelings F 

" • They must lay the first stmie, and 
^ reason and revelation erect the edifice.' 

* Laws grow out of these as their first 

* elements. They, are corollaries from 

* propositions, which the feelings, thus 
^ taught and regulated, establish. I 
•ni'Ould add one observation: If man- 
' kind were not already agreed &s to the' 

* point, your own system supposes the' 

* very feelings which you refuse to ^m-* 

* ploy^ You would estimate conse- 

* quences ; — but must not the mind weigh' ^ 
5 eonsequ^ices before it can number^ 
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^thern? M»*t we not vakdc^^for^ v^ 

* ca^ citlcit^ie? In thi$ nv)ra^ aritUqie- 
^ tic» a$ ^fiDch ^ iQ ^y ojJier, two it not. 

* more thun ope till we hs^v^felt the ififl^e 

* of two apd one. Yomr theory thoiQ* 
^ lbre» with patricidal, band, vfoold a^m-*' 

* hilate tUe very |!pelingt on which slIoxus^ 

* it depeqdi^/ 

*♦ I then wtre^t^ M- ^ t^^e a caa?^ 
aad Q€»i|^ai[e tb^ influ^qce^ of ^be ^wP^ 
ay^tema by briqg^ng them (o a^t i^fsQXh 
it 

^^^Iwill/s^WiM. 'Venr?tQldtl^** 

* tht. Pufen of Mftrlhprough received a 
^ lettei in ^n wknpw^ )m4ir. af suring^ 
*'bini tJ»t bis Ule d6pwd»4 ^ H\eetwj^ 

* the wfi*«r of H ift Qwe '«f t[h^ ^^Iw P^ 

* Westminster Abbey, Now sappfosg %]f^ 

* Puk© to bnvo gpw, ^ild- t)m r^flian to 
^ ba^e fwke4 ujxw. hup»^ aA4 by tbre^f» 
^of death to have extQi;^^ ^ sf^^fmi^ 
^ |ffomi$fi tbat h$ would deposit ^^^eitaia 
^ sum in tlie s^me spot al^ i^^e f^ti^ 
^ time--^02i^ ^ Uukf if. ^^ vciume4 
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^to dtpmt itf Of this case I wouW 

* affirm, and you, Sir, will unite with 

* me*, that although expediency should 
'balance the pro and con for ever, she 

* would not arrive at a solution. The 
'Duke must, according to your theory, 
'reason thus : " By going I 6ave my life; 

* and others, by taking my line of cori- 
' duct, may, in similar circumstances, 
^ save theirs. Expediency therefore di* 
*^rects me to go.— rBut, oti the other 
' hand, if I go, villainy prospers, and 
^the success in this case may be tiie 
*^ prelude to unlimited extortion. £xpe« 
'^^ diency therefore directs me not to stir 
' a step.** Thus would expediency undo 
'with one hand what she did^ith the 
'^other.* . 

" * But,* said I, ' woidd an appeal id 
'his conscience in this case have done 
''more for him?* 

^ " * The moral instinct* repHed U: 
f would have instantly and powerfully 

* Vide P«ley»s Moral PhHoi. rol. i. 
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^ taught Kim, that he must not become a 

* villain because he had to deal with one.' 

" The Philosoplier, because^ as I sup* 
pose^ he was beaten upon his own ground^ 
whirled us away through ages, and over 
seas and continents, to the schools of 
ancient Rome. * Would you, Sir,' he 
^aid, ^ thus discard the *^utih** of the 
^ ancients, which in fact answers to our 

* expediency ?' 

" * You would in vain,' replied M. 
^ shelter your system beneath a Pagan 

* wing. I would not discard tbdr 
*^ utile,'' but I would retain and improve 

* upon their ** honestuthJ* Those of your 

* school haVe confessed that the errors ta 

* which a mere calculation of conse- 
^ quences leads, induced the ancients to 

* add the ** honestum^'' We may believe^ 

* Sir, that had some of these philosophers 

* enjoyed a revelation to instruct and 
^ regulate the feelings, they would hav6 

> ^ 5 Vid«Pidey'gMoral£baoi.vdLu 
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' manured th^ system of whicH tbey haY# 

* scatt^re<i the rich seeds ta posterity, 
^^d have planted a Roman soil with 
' Christian virtues/ 

*^ The Philosopher had rea4 ei^ough 
Greek to know that generals had gained 
alfnost as much renown by a masterly 
retreat as by a t^coe^ful contest. 
Having tr^ed his strong hold, he th^re^ 
fore gave up the field, and j^kirao^ished 
with a few light trQp|)s, while th^ main 
l>Qdy made away. One of the last as' 
sertions> I rememher, w^, that there 
was ^^fe^hion i<i every tWng, and Phi«» 
^ l^sophy muat wew the preva,iHng hah^t, 

* 9^r society will nqt; yeifeive her. Expe^ 

* dien^y i^ e^ throned jn j;h^ cabinet, and 

* she must be ^eftte4 W the schools/ 

" ^ O, nO) Sir r said M, eipphatically i 

* worlds may die away, bijt Morality is. 
^ ^s unchangeably as the God from 

* whose mputh she proc^ded. There ia 

* a good old way in morals, and I beseecli 
^ you not ta waader fi^pm it. . Heavei^ 
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* givc3 us . kodtly instinctSy and we are 

* gl^d to profit fVpni them; it gives us 

* moral imliwts^ and we must abide by 

* them. Do not substitute arithmetic for 
^feelingy nor think things good only, 

* because you can number their excellen- 

* cies, but begause God, speaking in the 

* hearty tells you that they are good.' 

" You will observe, my dear Madam, 
as before, that this address was in 
many parts only applicable to one who 
had a souL The Philosopher, by his not 
heeding it, convinced me that he had 
none. M. indeed soon perceived his 
mistake, into which the agitation of 
debate had, no doubt, hurried him. lie 
was silent — the philosophy of his oppo- 
nent was any where but in his counte- 
nance—and we quitted the house. 

" My beloved Madam, / have never 
been a pupil in the school of expediency. 
I love you and Emily, not because I 
counted your excellencies, but because 
I felt them. I will learn no other doc- 
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trill? ; for, . when the power to numb« 
shall decay, and only the balance of the 
fianctuary remain, we know of a love 
which never faileth. Thus only, there- 
fore, can I be for ever 

^Ybur 

*' GrsTAVUs/^ 
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CHAP. XV. 

IsHAixnow follow our travellers through 
aome more of their wanderings. 

M. took an early opportunity of con* 
yeying Gustavu$ to one of those mid* 
night orgies which are celebrated in 
Q. to the deities of dissipation. — I sto{y 
for 9 moment to describe it» because 
posterity may be as curious to hear of 
ikliese riteSy as we are to inquire into tl^ 
inysteries of the Dionysia and of Papbos« 

It has been said, that all the miracles 
which the Roman Catholics impute ta 
their saints are borrowed from the fablea 
of heathenism : there is also a curious 
resemblance in the two ^bove-mentioned 
feasts of Greece and Rome to that of O. 
which w^ are discussing. If to satisfy 
the God of Vineyards and tha Goddess 
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of Love, it IS only necessary that throwgt 
of imperfectly dressed women should be 
assembled ; that goblets of wine should 
crowd the tables; that the limbs of 
animals should be devonred ; that some 
should hymn the praise, and feel the 
mspiratton of love and wine — take again, . 
ye laurel and vine crowned deities, your 
stations on Olympus, and be assured 
that the votaries ye have k)rt in Naxos^ 
or in Paphos have built your altars in O; 
Gustavus had been astonished, on 
entering this temple of pleasure, to find 
the multitudes by which it was peopledi 
^ Those,** said he, ^^ who are all spirit 
(alluding, no doubt, to the winged 
inhabitants of Pandemonium), and who 
fcre all body, seem, in similar fcircum* 
stances, to have a similar power of con^ 
traction." He, at length, ventured to 
remonstrate with a transparent form, to 
whom he had been introduced, upon tli^ 
absurdity of some things he l^aw.— 
The person simpered ^n assent.—*^ That 
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others then," said he, continuing the 
conversation, ** should pursue and cul- 
tivate them, who think them Hglit, 
is intelligible- But what are your mo- 
tives for doing them?** 

^ I always do what others deJ\ 
Gustavus turned to M. ** Monboddo is 
right," he said; " for we are told, that in 
tountries where cocoa-nuts are fotmd, 
those who collect them, afraid to climb 
ihe slight branches €m which they hang, 
throw stones at the monkks which inhabit 
the ttee^f. who return a shower of cocoa* 
liuts-^for this simple reason, that men- 
kles always dozvhat others do J* 
' He had sought a refiige from the din of 
Voices in a part of the room which was 
planted with tables, at which usually 
Ibur persons were seated. Each person 
held in his hatid certain oblong papers, 
mysteriously spotted, which he seemed 
to take up for the very important purpose 
of laying down again. Their silence 
was almost witlK)ut inie? ruption ; but 
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the faces of some of them, m whkh occa^ 
sionatly fatigue, anger, disappointmentr 
a»d avarice, were painted — the cloud of 
the eye^ the curl of the iios% the storm 
of the brow, were sufficiently expressive 
of the state of their minds. 
; " If these persons bad souls," said 
Gustavus, " and consumed, as they 
seem to do, thsee hours per diem of the 
twelve in thid employment, what a cu* 
rious article it would form in the bool& 
of final account ! * Jum, One fourth o£ 
' life spent ia watdiing painty papers.'** 
The hJstorism is privileged to commenl 
upon the opinions, of those whose bis^ 
tory he writes. I must observe, thi^ie* 
j^re, that I, who have in general a pro^ 
£dund respect for the opinions of M« 
can uever ima^e that he m^mi^ tb€|^ 
religious^ state of aa individual by the 
duress of his hostility to a few. parti* 
cular amusements. Some a^nusements 
there are which fly in the face of reii-; 
gion ;.— 'these M«. treated as her enemies 
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«^d as bis own. Others are only equfr* 
vocal. They have little in their nature 
.which piety condemns, but then their 
consequences are more or less formi- 
•dabte. Cards take their rank among 
these last. Now shall I be thought pre- 
•sumptuous in attempting to supply a sort 
of rule by which such amusements may 
be tried? so that, whilst other legislators 
are ^ hanging or quartering the vices of 
mankind, I nray endeavonr to convict 
those pleasures from which half thesfe 
vices have sprung. — Nothing paints so 
forcibly as contrast. Let mc therefore, 
in order to condemn guilty amusements^ 
{K)int out such as it would be impossibte 
to condemn. 

If they are not easy of abuse; — if \i\e 
advantages they produce balance their 
mischiefs when abused ;-«-if their direct 
or chance ^expense does not break in 
u^on our charities; — if they are not 
«o closely allied to the amusements of 
tbe bad as to confoiixid and incorporate 
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jEieti of the most opposite scntinienti ;— 
if they have no tendency to wean society ' 
from more profitable employments ; — if, 
lastly, they do not improperly encroach 
upon that brief period bestowed ^^pon 
-man to do the business of eternity : — if 
all this be true of any of them, I will 
say of him who uses such amusements, 
he may be a Christian, and a very good 
Christian; but the most distinguish^ 
Christian will need them the least. For 
he will seek his pleasures chiefly in the 
field df his duties; and though he suffers 
mere amusement, and is even thankful 
.for that, as for every thing else, when it 
comes, will neither anxiously court it, 
not repine at its absence. 

I suspect that the lovers of cards will 
not now be Anxious to briilg kbem to the 
bar of my judgnlent. If I am thought 
too severe in wishing to rid society of 
this anpusei^ent, let me add, as so0ie 
mitigation of my oftence, that I believe 
these implements of idleness are often 
3 
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ibund in more conscientious Kands than 
they deserve. — If the threadbare argu- 
ment is pressed upon us, that the state 
of society makes them necessary — I 
torrow tlie sentiment of tlie opposers of 
our poor-laws — *^ . Destroy the poor- 
houses ; and the poor, having no public 
hanct on which to lean, will use their 
ow^n." In like manner I would say. 
Banish caixis ; and society, wanting a 
refuge for indolence and imbecility, may 
become active and intelligent To make 
the idle happy, is . to cut off the only 
bridge by which tliey might return ta 
the society of die wise and good. The 
present age, indeed, according to my 
plan, must suffer by being robbed o^ 
their crutch ; but, in consequence of it„ 
the next age will perhaps w^alk alone.-— 
I return to Gustavus. 

M. had some dif&culty in convincing 
him that he was in a place of amusement, 
The/^Danee of Death'\ of Holbek^ 
rushed into his memory as he observ#|i 
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Some of the ghosts which glided down 
the dance ; nor could he comprehend the 
texture of some of the female nerves of 
0. — which, too feeble for even the most 
quiet duties, seemed to rejoice in the 
heat of a furnace, the noise of a cata- 
ract, and the wild confusion of a field of 
battle. Less than all this could he tom- 
prehend how four creatures could volun- 
tarily nail themselves for a quarter of the 
sun's daily course to the sani« surface of 
green cloth — could for that period con- 
tract with each other to abstain even 
from the appearance of an idea; and 
wekome to their breast a thousand feel- 
ings which nothing but an exorcist could 
€xpel.— But I hiiTiy onto a second aaiec- 
dote. 

Some kind of pause had occurred in 
the quartette before their eternal " da 
capo" commenced, when one of its per- 
formers lifted a languid eye to the face 
of Gustavu^; " You have lately come 
Mnongtts?^' 
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' « Do you like \is ?*^--^He did ttot wait 
for a VcjSly-^^&n sage fhi^K said he, 
^^on £ amuse si bien — on ne fait qu^ianiu- 
ser}* 

He resumed his occupation, and Gus- 
tavus stood wondering by wh^t curious 
imalysis an inordinate appetite for amuse* 
ment was discovered to form a consti* 
tuent part of " sagacity'* 

It was three days after this that he 
was walking with M. in one of the most 
industrious streets of O. Several mon*^ 
kies were elevated on a stage, and, in 
spite of tlie example . around them of 
men, horses, and asses, striving for their 
daily bread, continued their fantastic 
gambols, as though they alone had a char- 
ter to be indolent amidst a busy creation. 
Tlie contrast between them and the 
bustling citizens beneath, their inces* 
sant antics and absurdities, were not 
lost upon Gustavus.— " Un sage pevtplei^ 
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said he^ **on s' amuse si bien — on ntjatif qut 
s'amuserr^—M- could not help §iiiiling 
at tJficsG straiige .cou^nrntioos .9f his 
theory. , ... ^ \ 
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CHAP. xyi. 



Accident had, early in the, ^orning^ 
carried our travellers to the Park which 
we formerly mentioned. Gustavus was 
surprised to discover six well-dressed 
men already in possession of one corner 
of it Two of these^^^parently much 
at their ease, held some kind of surgicatl 
apparatus in their hands. Two others 
were obviously busy in adjusting ^he . 
position of the remaining couple^ and at 
length planted thera vis-d-vis, in marble 
dignity, at the distance of fifteen paces.^ 
What was our heroes astonishment wheu . 
lie saw one of the two last, as he ima- 
gined, passive creatures, with unruffled 
nonchalance, level a huge pistol, and dis- 
charge it at the breast of his. companion! 
It missed; the other firedj^ and the fii^st 
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fell- Immediately one of the medical 
bystanders of whom we spoke, rushed 
upon him, and conveyed him in his ta- 
lons to a carriage. The rest were speedily 
enclosed in other conveyances, and the 
party had vanished almost before the 
wonder of Gustavus allowed him to reach 
the spot For a moment he stood petri- 
i^d and speechless. 

M. heard him bursting from his trance 
by some broken phrases -^ '* Thus to 
bVavc the^ Almighty's thunder — ^to stake 
eternity on the turn of a ball — to rusli 
ulibidden into the presence of God— to 
fling away the soul /" 

**Do you remember," said M. ^our 
definition of an idiot?'* * / 

•*' As opposed to ia madman,"' answered 
Gustavus, "he is a man who argues 
irrationally from a rational idea : lie 
thinks liimsdf, as he is, a man, but acts 
like any other animal." 

* " Did not I tell you that an acquaint- 
rnrc Avith this definition would be of use 
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*o us? Heboid in the warlike animals of 
te-day the idiots of O. These are per- 
sons, who know, that, though without 
Souls, they have bodies, and yet act, 
when they fight a duel,' as though they 
had none." 

" I long," said Gustavus, '^ for ^ 
proof of this ; for I was thinking, that 
if the notion of a God and an immortal 
«ouI .were removed, this pr^urtice was 
calculated to secure the rights^ and 
^lish the manners of society/' 
• "^ What benefits then,'' asked M. '' do 
you conceive society to derive from 
duelling?'! 

<< One plainly/' answered Gustavus-*- 
^* Imesa^ reparation/' 

'^ In generaV said M. ** the law in 
sudi cases will assist him. It is truc^ 
however, that there are situations where 
the law does not interfere, and in which, 
without some^interference, the character 
of the iii^ured person might suffer. 
, k3 
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Nptr, then, in these you seem to think k 
mm gains a ' reparation' by challenging 
his enemy ?" 

"I think so,'' 

"Let us examine this point.-*-^ is 
injured by B; would his wrongs be re- 
paired by A's proposing, and B's cois^nt- 
ing, that each should leap the sami pne 
cipice? If, indeed, he could force U 
clone t0 take, the kap^ and the shortening 
another's life could lengthen his o#i% 
this might- be a sort of compensalM^ 
ibr hiW' wMngsi Otherwise it .i* not—*-. 
Brides, ..tuppoie A* ^ rector, to. bo 
of twice the specific gravity, a^d hutf 
the muscular force of 9, who is b|it 
a curate, so that' the leap .wbicb |ft 
easy to the last breaks tbe4ion^H>f the 
first, A could scarcely be thought a 
gainer by the scheme. But this is para|<- 
lei 4{o the^case where B is a much beVset 
shot thaaA/' . 

" Before. I can admit that the sdieme 
of the precipice is an exact parallel to 
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tibait of the pbtol/' answered Giistitvusi 
^^ you must, prove thai; the eoMdonsness 
of a good (^use wMld not steady the^ 
hand of A, so as to ghre him a manifest 
superiority." 

*f Comciousness of having . a Hght 
cstuie might indeed," said M. '' string hw 
BOfvies; but doubt about the means ho 
wu employing to maintain it, wottldn 
watring tbem«. Besides^ if B vere a 
haekneyed shooter,, practicor wouUig^ 
lum more firmness than right would giv9 
iai^. Nb^i> if "pnfrablo iimt mty fiotir 
sfttousness . of' wifsig. y^iM immt affoctr 
dte wotat ^f . tiio tmv Itaeauto .gfr^ 
offcMera are usMttytmEict i^ lOlMi tiNm>. 
small oJDes«^' . • ^ ' : ' i 

^ ^ I aoQ^" said GiiifamMt| c^Uhe conehif 
skm«ta which you would come^" 

f^ Undoubtedly/' anfiwewid M. " ifi 
our definition of idiotism be accurate^, 
these men would appear to be as Much 
idiots a& a slobbered ohia, an acre of lace, n 
asd sliucm eyea could nistke them. . Hav-^ ) \' 
k4 / h. 
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tY^y ^bct as though tbrj^ hiud nooei lH 
order i to obtain 'reparation' fpr otie 
wound, they only cxpbse theimelves to 
another.** 

: '*If, howe^,'' Mid Gustavus, '*y^oji 
will not allow^ the iftjured individual to 
gam any ' ttpats^tidh*^ ir^ calling oat his 
intagDniKty ^ou mutt ^Imit th^ 4hir 
state i% b^^edh^ tik chdstk&nef^ criT m 
defiilqiittit Whom het A^ n»A 

midk."" •'•' ''"' ' '-: ^':a^:U 

' <* Bf aa meaM. In .O; ^ lawa fk^ 
i^i^ alwtM df ^omir/ wktefa is'iidt' 
MtplOiy*^ onl^ because her pedpte t^inlb 
gmipofwim 9i%m!l»t measure of ri^^ 
than laws. The state, therefore, m thn^^ 
case,isciircely needs toy Ih^airtaaee. >3ut 
more than l^it^^^^^she positively / r^ectt 
this"' particular assistance, by enacting 
laws against it?* j 

^^Whyisthisr 

** Bedause the state is ill satisfied, that 
twooi her citiaens^ shall Jjc imposed lor* 
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an offence which only one can have coiii* 
mitted ; that life should he endan(^^ 
for an offenqe which, perhaps, scarry 
merited a frown ; that individuals should 
snatch the sword of justice from public 
hands. This last objection is para|3iount 
to every other. Admit (which is the 
principle of dialling), that every o^e 
may revenge what he deems his owp, 
wrongSi every man's hand might be 
raised against his brother-*-revenge and 
murder stalk abroad — and the world 
would be too narrow for any two of its 
inhabitai^ts." 

** But granting this," said Gustayu^ 
^ do you not imagine tliat mu/pb Qf tH^p 
delicacy of honour, aiwl cpurti^y c^ 
manner, the polish and forbeara|ice of 0^ 
are owing to this practice of duelling?" 

** It has been aifirmed^^ but I question 
it In the first place,, if it were true, 
this influence is of little in.portance, a« 
itej^endsto feWy and those only of tlic 
higher classes, whom other ciicum-* 
it 5 , 
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ilatices would tend to polish. Again^ 
duelling has plainly an opposite teiidencjr 
—a tendency to barbarize states, by sub- 
•stituting brute courage for every othet 
virtue." 

** Wliy^ I must confess," said Gusta- 
Vus, " it seenis extraordinary to be at 
once satisfied of the virtue of a man. 
who had used false dice, destroyed- my 
reputation, or seduced my sister, by 
'simply his telling me, * Sir, I carry 
'pistols:'' 

** But to proceed," said M. ; "if duel* 
ling contributed to refine a people, its 
progress would be hand in hand with their 
cwiRzation. Whereas it cannot be ques- 
tioned that the science of quarrelling is 
now less studied, the grounds of con- 
tention less multiplied, and duels less 
abundant in O. than two centuries since; 
when every sigh of her Princesses Was 
tainted with Geneva, and each Maid of 
Honour had a court allowance of beef 
and brown stout for her breakfast-— This 

3 
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is not all — Duelling is to be considerea 
as a penalty to which any man is subject 
who wounds the honour of another. It 
therefore supposes that delicacy of mind 
which you say it creates; for without 
this the offence would not have been 
felt, and therefore the penalty not incur- 
red» Judges and hangmen enforce laws^! 
but they do not make them : iti like 
manner duelling may enfor.ce the laws of 
good breeding, but it cannot jwaXe them/*, 

" But still," said G. " you allow that 
duelling diminishes the number of offences ^ 
which one man of O. woukl commit 
against another?" 

" Even that is doubtful. By givingr 
^em an apparent method of vindicating ' 
their rights, it makes them more^bsurdljj^] 
jealous of them ; and they guard their' 
dogs from insult with as much anxiety^ 
as tMeir persons. Besides, as, amopgst 
Christians, those who abstain from 
crimes rather on account of their conse* 
qjiences than, from a hatred towards the 
Its 
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crimes thems^lvi^s, acquire dishonourable 
ajbd mercenerj views of religion; ^a. 
Jtlibse shapes of O. who do not insult 
other shapes of O, only . because they, 
ipust afterwards fight them, are likely 
soon to become destitute, of all kind ^d 
generous feelings, and therefore to quar- 
rel more than ever." 
^ "But perhaps," said G. "I have con- 
sidered duelling upon improper grounds 
-rthe men of p. do not ^eek * repara- 
Mion'ftomit/' ' 

' ** You are right," answered M, " Even 
they are not genejr^lljf so absurd. NoT| 
whatever Monboddo's theory may gjye 
you reason to suspect^ is roDenge^ whieh^ 
^s Lord Bacon sajrs, is *w;i/£/ justice'*-: 

*«e^— always t^pir 
jood opiuiou of the 
isseek^evjcn in thi^ 

t,^ said G. " but 
y which ch^acteri^ 
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i ^* The best expedient/^ replied M. 
•* which couM he employed would be, 
for the \^s to give every aggrieved per- 
Am a power of summoning a fixed num- 
ber of unbiassed persons to decide upon 
his cas^, and to award the compensation 
which would best repair his wrongs* 
My honour is blemished by you ; but it 
is not in the power of gunpowder to re* 
store it ; for if it give me the reputation 
of courage, it cannot^ perhaps, do away 
the imputation you have thrown upon 
me. But persons selected from the pub- 
lic would represent the public: their 
voice would be the voice of the commu^ 
nity ; and their opinion would decide a 
case which in general is only matter^ 
opinion. If, however, these people had 
soulsy you see that no desire of the ap- 
plause of others could arm them with 
pistols.** 

*^ No,** answered Gustavus; '^ for such 
beings to fight, would be to brave God 
through fear of man.'* 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



'* These, therefore,** said M. " would 
be the most criminal; but cslu any things 
be so absurd as the duellist of O. ? He 
who thinks only of the body, exposes it ^ 
tQ a contest in which every chance may 
be against him. He who calculates upon 
no life beyond this, y€t stakes bis only 
existence to procure the applause of »i 
few shadows like himself.'' 
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cHAi^. xvn. 



Our tnnFellers had mm searebed'^lhiost 
every corner in O. for subjects of won- 
der, or for illustrations of their theory. 
But there is something in the contem- 
plation of folly aad vice which distresses 
a good mindi If men loved then\ less 
themselves, they would be more affected 
byithem ici others. Gustavus gave them 
successively a te«r or ii frown, as^pity 
or disgust prevailed in his bosom.*— In 
addition to this — ^as the -storm which 
bruises the flower nourishes the tree<— so 
absence, which starves a weak affection, 
had strengthened a strong one, and Gus- 
tevu» felt evwy day a more anxioqs de- 
sire to return to Switzerland and Emilyl 
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M* found him one day with thesK^ 
verses in his hand : 

*Tii mewwry says, ihat round thine eye 
In liquid lustre curding liy 

A thousand livii^ raprs ; 
like as when tound the pointed lance, 
bi harmless eye-deceiirii^ dance, 

The summer lightning idly plays *^ 

And nMBSoqr sqr«> tfiat eo thy beonr 
Is penctPd sndi a pencefid bow 

As oft bestrides Ae sky ; 
Frophetie too it seems to say. 
That mimy a h^ happy day 

Is promi^'d la my &sfly» 

f see thee, as the moon's pale beam 
Sihrers the scarce^ heanng stream. 

Count the slow waves iHiichsidknbitah; — 
Or sted along Ike chequered isle, 
While meek Devotion's sainted smSe 

Sits cafanly Ufa thine angd chedk 

I see thee dimb the rugged steep, 
Where poor Yalette fidgets to we^ 
Cheer'd by thy {Muring eye ; 

* This nhenomenon is said i» occur in s<mo 
so«tbem xmiates. 
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Bat MYer sm tbat <eye Mrera, 
To irpvn on woo, qr dbido tho tear 
Of helpless, hqpelessinisefy. . 

But why are these but ti9e»iory»tboiiie4» ' 
Of j^ya expired, b^t liJ^«»ii% dr«W>i8> , i 

Pu» ^lofiu 4pf wl|^ we|ni| Bune ? r 
In each low bell that strikes mine ear, 
A moumfiil voice I seera to heiur, ' ^^ 

•< Those joys no tnoreare^thinei*'- ' 

Bol yWd niejto^ 9a^ oaks, ' 

To hHighiny Talte )rie«ch*d wkh flocks. 

To nature's ribii of stone t 
Another touch shaU wake the stringi 
And swMfly Emily shaH sing, ' 

«^ TboM jeyekirildae almML** 

. ^' I on^ cemarkedy" said M. '^ tliat.it 
was not on/^ sarrm wbich anade a poet^ 
But let me add, that poetry had some 
cl)ligatioBS to yx>\x for not proatitudng it 
to any base employments. Love, when, 
it borrows the aid of numbers, sometixnes 
sfngs in strains fit only for the seraglio* 
-~We are not, however, to c<msider re- 
ligion as an enemy to chaste affections ; 
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—it is not meBUt to destroy hw, but to 
sanctify it And the influence of modest 
love is reciprocal — it does not wound re- 
ligion^ but adorns it'' 

" If," said <Jiist3ivuSv " my poetry had 
taken a m6r6 quesHdnable shape, you 
ought not to have wondered at it ; for 
who can breathe the ajr of O* for sixty 
days, and not be corrupted by it ? Who 
knowsi indeed, but with a io^fger itay I 
may becomA a subjtsffct fi'oni wliich fliture 
Monbod()o's mky maintain the theory of 
their ancestors ?'V 

* Do you ^n dkMire to gor?'' said M. 

"Ah! yield me,'* he answered, " to 
my native oaks. To laughing irilHeil 
blaiK^hed" ' 

« We will^go," said M. " tmmorrtfw; 
You cannot love St Fpy better than I 
do." 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

If I marry Gustavus and Emily, It wiU 
be objected to me, that it is incredible a 
tale of truth like mine should terminate 
like a novel. But it is to ^ observed^ 
that NatuDO will sometimes clash with 
ibe novelUst, wJ^atever industry the iath 
ter may empji^y to ke^p her at a distancf)* 
If ftiy readbrs, however, zip o^ende4 
At my thus treading in the iron rai)-)iiray 
^ the writers of ^ fiictkm, I am aboo|; to 
take a flight, which will conyiBce them 
I am as ecpentric as they could wish m^ 
to be, I request tbeiji all those who have 
followed me thus far, at once to quit 
every thought of the voyage, the meet* 
ing, and the altar ; and to hurry onward 
with me to that point in the vale of life 
where Gustavus and Emily found them- 
selves after some years. 
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I have Bten this little circle ; and I 

never saw a happier. The li^e of the 

older couple was like one of those days 

in which the sun is brightest at its set« 

ting.—-'' Man is £ont to sorrow as the 

sparks % upward.^' — True ; iHit, though 

nursed in sorrow, this child of woe may 

know A manhood and okl age of peacfc 

^d joy. I do not, however, say, that 

iBorrow never came n^r theif dwellings 

hut it always se^mied^ in their case, t6 

'be employed upon some mtw imd woM 

errand. It met them liHthout a Mmk; 

md was meant^ therefore, not so om^h 

to ehastise, as to improve them. I know 

no man who like M. amid thi^ sanctify 

misfortune. ** There are/* he would say, 

^* trees which we hruise to obtain a hal^ 

sam : the wound is here iuAieted^—- it i^ 

ciurs to extract the medicine." 

Gustavus and Emily were tiot of an 
age to make the most even of real misfor- 
tune. And their wants and wishes were 
so few, that there was »carcdy what may 
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be called a ** joitit in their armour^ where 
disappointment could hit them. '■ 

Let it not be thought that the inha*^ 
bitants of a mountain must of necessity 
be idle; for, if so, they must be mise- 
rable. Thetnind that is hungry of duties 
will find thim every where. The circle, 
ihdeed, is ravaH, but lie runs the wliole 
of ' It— the sphere of example is Tiarn^, 
but he shines through every point of it— * 
and, in a single subject ctf woe, he findi 
empic^ment'for a charity wide as tli« 
World he treads 6n, and active as the air 
he breathes/ 

^ But Fortune now undertook herself to 
teach the lesson in which M. was begin- 
ning to instruct Gudtavus— that those 
who have powers fitted to the discharge 
of public duties, must not shrink from 
them to the shades of oaks, and the feli- 
cities of solitude. That calm sunshine 
which had settled On the rocks of Swit- 
zerland was not to last for even One of 
these Jiery spirits, which Heaven let^ 
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loose to* scourge maokind, had marked 
her for his prey. Could the natives of 
these rocks, fr?e as the winds which roar 
around them, tamely crouch tp the de-^ 
stroyer? — It needs a sterner heart than 
mine to watch the sword as it fleshes it- 
self with human victims — to count the 
groans of the wounded, or the shouts of 
victory — and it needs a more ambitious 
pen to record them. I snatch, however, 
one wreath fro^i the hand of the histo- 
rian, to bind it on brows which will kdom 
it Gustavus taught the invaders, tlutt 
the best Christian is ever the best Pa* 
triot; and St Foy wrote in blood the 
solemn truth, that there is no rampart 
like the breasts of a free people. 
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NOTES. 



Note A, Page 105. 

7his> and tome odier aflinnatioiis that iMom^ 
may appear so questkmaUe to those who are ool 
weU acquakited with dus subject, that it has beea 
&oii^t necessary to produce some of the autho- 
rities on which they are foimded. The unportaot 
fiicts beloi^ii^ to this traffic, may be found clearly 
and aUy stated in a pamphlet eatided» ^ The 
State of the Question.'' Fmied for Hatchard^ 
l^iccadilly. 

Note B, Page 105. 

Tub capital employed in the Slave Trade does' 
not, at the utmost, amount to more dian 1, 128,6851. 
^^ which isnot one thirty-fourth part of the wtng^ 
capital employed in the «Kp<Mrts of the countiy.'' 
State of the QuestioD^ P^S4| fld( 
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Note C, Page 105. 

'* The profit! of ihe negro traffic are utiiversallj 
allowed to be extremely imcertaia. Bat the re- 
turns, even in the most advantaiieotts transactions^ 
are more slow than iImm of the most distant 
branches of foreign trade. The Slave Trade, 
dierefore, draws that part of the national capital 
which it employs to the occupation of all others 
aost metrlaiB and productive of most remote^be- 
Miits. ' Hie other Watches of our traffic are infi* 
nitcly more sore, and possess the ^ dvim t aga , most 
of aU conducive lo the public good, that of madk 
qakkeat rctoms/' ' Stale of the Qoesitiofi, page SA. ' 
•^To fliis it fliiigfat be added, that the capital 
e^iployed in the Jansaica trade does not in its 
average proi^ produce mora than fonr per eent. 
Jam. Report, for 1806. 

Note P, Page lOS. 

Thbse facts are unques^ontdbfe : U Th^-tW 
Afncan trade does net employ one sixtiMi of our 
toWMigt. ^ Tha(t it 4loes not employ one twenty- 
Umd part of iftor seKpaen. 5. Thgft ttie aven^ 
foreign- miia of Great Britain employs more ton^ . 
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nage in the proportion of 50 to 30 aecorcfin^ tO' 
the capital employed^ than die Siave Trade. 
4. That the mortality of »eaniei> employed in tlfe 
African commerce is greater in the proportion of 
8 to 1 than that in the direct West India trade, 
iiv'hich next to the Slave Trade is the most unwhole- 
some in the universe. And yet this trade is the 
nursery of the British navy. Vide State of the 
Question, p. 39> 40, 8cc. ; Report of Committer. 
1789 y Clarkson's Letters, Part II. 

i' 

Note E, Page 105. 

It is plain, from a consideration of the returns ' 
^f deaths, births, and importations, in the islands 
of Jamaica, Barbadoes, 8cc. that there is in all 
an excess of births above the deaths at this present 
moment ; so that if the trade were to cease im- 
mediately, the stock' of the islands would not only 
maintain itself, but increase. How much greater^ 
would be the increase, if the proportion of fe- 
males were greater to that of males (which would 
soon be the case if no fresh importations took, 
place); and if, by an inability to purchase, it« 
should become the interest of the pjianters ta> 
breed] 
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^* Some islandt, eten now, are well known to 
require no supply whatever^ and to trust entirelj 
to the natural' means . of increasing their 8tock»^ 
Vide State of the QuestioD^ p. 44^ 46. 
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